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Purpose

• Provide the Morrow County Board of 
Commissioners updates on:

• Briefing papers on County water issues

• Next steps for Water Coordinator work
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Morrow County Goals

Health & Safety 
of Citizens

Economic 
Viability and 

Vitality

Sustainability 
of Water 

Resources
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Objectives for Water Coordinator

• Help define County policies and 
actions to help address the regional 
water issues and achieve the 
County’s water-related goals



Briefing 
Papers 

Purpose:
▪ Baseline history for communication and education 

purposes 

▪ Context for recommendations on water strategy and 

policies. 

▪ Content for outreach materials for use by County

Topics:
1. Water Quantity

2. Water Quality

3. Domestic Well Users

4. Projects/Activities by Groups 
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Briefing 
Papers 

General Structure:
▪ Introduction

▪ Key Takeaways

▪ Resource Overview 

▪ Key Issues/Impacts

▪ Opportunities for County

Process:
▪ Water Advisory Committee (WAC) review and input

▪ 3 rounds of revisions with comments incorporated

▪ Posting to County “Water Website”
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Project Team and WAC –
Diverse perspectives and expertise

• Morrow County staff
• Tamra Mabbott, Planning Department

• Robin Canady, Public Health Department

• Consultant team
• GSI Water Solutions

• Water Coordinating Committee
• See list
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Policy Area or Industry Name

County Commissioner Roy Drago, Commissioner

County Planning Department *Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director

County Public Health Department Robin Canaday, Public Health Director

Emergency Management (ex officio) Paul Gray, Emergency Manager

Morrow County Soil Water Conservation *Kevin Payne, SWCD Gen Manager

DEQ *Randy Jones, DEQ

OWRD Chris Kowitz, OWRD Region Mgr

Port of Morrow Miff Devin, Water Quality and IT Mgr

Municipality Aaron Palmquist, City of Irrigon

Food Processing Industry Ian Toevs, Lamb Weston

Irrigated Agriculture Ralph Morter, irrigated farmer, Ione

Central County Agriculture Todd Lindsay, farmer

South County Agriculture Brian Thompson, farmer, rancher

Livestock Operator/Owner Kelly Doherty, O'Doherty Ranches

CAFO Operator/Owner Wes Killion, Mgr Beef Northwest

Water Advocacy/Interest Group Nella Parks, Senior Ogranizer, Oregon Rural Action

Northeast Oregon Water Association (NOWA) Gibb Evans, NOWA Board, Morrow Co Rural Resident

Rural Residential Resident Debbie Radie, Irrigon area resident

Other/At large

* member of consultant interview and selection committee

Morrow County Water Committee
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BriefingPaper_Water_Quantity_FINAL.pdf

BriefingPaper_Water_Quantity_FINAL.pdf


GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 8

BriefingPaper_Water_Quality_FINAL.pdf

BriefingPaper_Water_Quality_FINAL.pdf
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BriefingPaper_Domestic_Wells_FINAL.pdf

BriefingPaper_Domestic_Wells_FINAL.pdf
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BriefingPaper_Projects_Solutions_FINAL.pdf

BriefingPaper_Projects_Solutions_FINAL.pdf


GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Next Steps

• Incorporate BOC input on briefing papers

• Post briefing papers on Morrow County water website 
• https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/water

• Develop preliminary strategy, policies, actions

• On-going check-ins with WAC and BOC
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https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/water


Thank you!

Tamra Mabbott

Ronan Igloria, PE


