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To the Morrow County Commissioners,

| am Gus Peterson and | am writing this letter to express my interest in the
position of Morrow County Commissioner 1.

My interest in the position could perhaps be summed up by the
reality that | am writing this letter, but | think that | can do better than that. |
have a passion for leadership and for my community. | have a deeply held
belief that we can make the world a better place, and the best way to do
this is to focus where we live. Morrow County has an abundance of
potential, and | do not wish to see that abundance squandered. | love my
home and Morrow County is my home.

My roots in Morrow County are about as deep as they come. | am the son
of Joel Peterson and Lea Mathieu and a fifth generation farmer. |
graduated from lone Community School in 2014 before attending OSU
where | received dual bachelors of science degrees in political science and
agricultural science.

| came back home to farm with my father and in 2020 my wife Sami and |
bought our own farm. | have coached basketball, moonlighted as a
teacher, and am very involved in the lone Community Church. All of these
experiences inform the perspective that | will bring to the Board of
Commissioners. As a farmer | can represent the great joys, triumphs and
trials that come with agriculture. As someone who has been involved in a
local school, | can represent the needs that our local schools face in a very
difficult time. As an involved community member | can represent the all too
real truth that our communities need community. We have spent a great
deal of time and effort in bickering with one another, and not enough in
honest engagement with other views. | wish to change this. | would not
have us squander our opportunities by fighting with one another, but focus
upon where we can agree and use that as leverage for inspiring real
change.

These perspectives are what | bring to the table but | consider how |
them to the table to be equally important. | see the Board of
Commissioners as the governing body of Morrow County, not the
individual commissioners. | will not promise things to the public that the
commission has not decided on, | will not declare having authority over
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anything as an individual, and | expect the same of the other
commissioners. This letter is not merely my case for myself, but a
statement of governing principles that | will abide by. The Commissioners
are a body that sets the table for good county governance; it is not their
role to micromanage the jobs of others, but to ensure the success of those
under their authority, and the county as a whole.

In my interactions with both of you | believe that you share a sense of
honor in doing your job rightly, and here you have an opportunity to make
a selection that fits with your own ideals.

If you both believe that | am a worthy choice | would be honored to lead
and serve Morrow County alongside you on the Board of Commissioners.
| wish you the best as you make this decision.

Sincerely,

Gus Peterson
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Educational Background (other) Attach a separate sheet if necessary.

Prior Governmental Experience (elected or appointed) If no relevant experience, None or NA must be entered.
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Campaign Finance Information Not applicable to candidates for federal office.

A candidate must file a Statement of Organization not later than three business days of first receiving a contribution or making an expenditure and no
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