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MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 

See Zoom Meeting Information on Page 2 
AMENDED 

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  9:00 a.m. 
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on issues not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not already on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Approve Accounts Payable & Payroll Payables 
b. Application #ORR, Necessity to Build on Right-of-Way, Windwave 

Communications 
5. Business Items 

a. Update from Oregon Water Resources Department (Chris Kowitz and Greg 
Silbernagel) 

6. Public Hearing (Continued from May 5th):  Code Enforcement Ordinance Update 
(Stephanie Case, Planning Department) 

7. Business Items, continued 
b. Update on Mormon crickets (Larry Lutcher, OSU Extension) 
c. Columbia Development Authority Invoice (Kate Knop, Finance Director)   
d. Grants to Cities, Transferred to Resiliency Fund, Follow-Up Discussion (Kate 

Knop) 
e. Purchase Pre-Authorization Request, Two Ford F-250 Pickups, Public 

Works/Roads (Eric Imes, Assistant Road Master) 
f. Out-of-State Travel Request from Public Works (Eric Imes) 
g. Working Out-of-Class Request, Sheriff’s Office (Lindsay Grogan, Human 

Resources Manager) 
h. Review & Approve – Boardman’s Bailey Park, Phase I Subdivision Plat (Matt 

Kenny, County Surveyor) 
i. Building Project Updates 

i. Discuss Conference Room Name Options for Morrow County 
Government Center 

8. Legislative Updates 
9. Department Reports 

a. Planning Department Monthly Report (Tamra Mabbott, Director) 
b. Treasurer’s Monthly Report (Jaylene Papineau) 

10. Correspondence  
11. Commissioner Reports 
12. Executive Session:  Pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(d) – To conduct deliberations with 

persons designated by the governing body to carry on labor negotiations  
13. Sign documents 
14. Adjournment 

 
Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets are also available the following Monday. 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
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The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the 
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about 
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, County Administrator at (541) 676-
2529. 

Zoom Meeting Information 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546  PASSWORD:  97836 Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only: 

• 1-346-248-7799, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-669-900-6833, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-312-626-6799, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-929-436-2866, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-253-215-8782, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-301-715-8592, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5416762546
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Board of 
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OWRD Update

May 12, 2021

Chris Kowitz
North Central Region Manager

Greg Silbernagel
District 5 Watermaster

Ken Thiemann
District 21 Watermaster
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Department Snapshot

Mission: 
• To serve the public by practicing and promoting 

responsible water management
Goals: 

• To directly address Oregon's water supply needs
• To restore and protect streamflows and watersheds in 

order to ensure the long-term sustainability of Oregon’s 
ecosystems, economy, and quality of life.
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21 Districts in 5 Regions 
~177 staff (2019-21)
~110,000+ miles of streams 
~89,000 water rights 

~230,000+ wells
~950 dams (non-federal)
~250 stream gaging stations  
~1,270+ observation wells



Key Responsibilities

Collecting, analyzing, and providing data
Protecting public safety 
Distributing water under the system of prior 

appropriation 
Providing planning, technical assistance, and 

funding to address water supply needs
Processing water rights transactions
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North Central Region
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District 5 Updates
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District 5 - 2021
•Butter Creek Management - 4/8 - Present
•Ordnance Recharge – 2/24 - Present
•GW management – Butter Creek, Ordnance 
Basalt, Ordnance Alluvial & Ella Butte

•CID – West Project – Port of Morrow - Ongoing
•CAFO
•Three Reservoir Inspections
•Ordnance, Butter Creek and Fivemile Gages
•Planning Department Reviews



District 21 Updates
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District 21 - 2021
•Willow Creek

• Compliance checks start in April and end when it 
starts to freeze. Regulation season starts 
between June and August.

•Rhea Creek
• Regulation season starts in early to mid-August

•Provide water right information / research to 
County residents
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Thank you!
Contact Information:
Chris Kowitz – (541) 278-5456
chris.c.kowitz@oregon.gov
Greg Silbernagel – (541) 278-5456 
greg.m.silbernagel@oregon.gov
Ken Thiemann – (541) 969-8799
kenneth.c.thiemann@oregon.gov

mailto:chris.c.kowitz@oregon.gov
mailto:greg.m.silbernagel@oregon.gov
mailto:kenneth.c.thiemann@oregon.gov
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Section 1. Purpose and Policy  
Authority 
This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted to general law counties by ORS 
Chapter 203 for the purpose of providing procedures to be used in enforcing the Morrow County 
Code. It is a violation under ORS 203.065 to fail to comply with any provision or requirement of 
a County ordinance, order, permit approval, consent agreement, enforcement order or state 
statute which the County has the authority to enforce. 
 
1.100  Purpose  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to provide for the welfare, safety and health of the 
citizens of Morrow County by establishing a procedure wherein the ordinances of 
Morrow County and State Statute can be enforced. In order to ensure timely and 
uniform enforcement of County ordinances and to maintain public confidence and 
certainty in County ordinances, it is necessary to enact the enforcement procedures in 
this Ordinance. 

 
1.200  Application  

County policies and ordinances to be enforced under this Ordinance are those 
contained herein and the Morrow County Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance, 
Subdivision Ordinance, Solid Waste Management Ordinance to the extent it is not 
enforced under specific enforcement procedures contained therein, and city 
comprehensive or development or land use ordinances co-adopted by the County 
pursuant to a Joint Management Agreement. A violation in any provision in any chapter 
of a Morrow County Ordinance that does not have an enforcement procedure in that 
Ordinance to dispose of a violation is subject to this Ordinance. 

 
Except for a violation which unmistakably exists and imminently endangers health or 
property, a complaint shall be first placed against any applicable permit approved by the 
County under the Morrow County Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision Ordinance or Solid 
Waste Management Ordinance. This Ordinance shall apply when the permit language 
does not address violations relating to the particular complaint. 

 
1.300  Other Applications  

A violation of an Oregon State Statute (ORS) or Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) that 
is not adopted by this Ordinance may be enforced in the manner provided in that statute 
or rule by a person having lawful authority to enforce such statute or rule. 
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Section 2. Definitions  
For the purpose of this Ordinance the following definitions apply: 
 

Abandoned vehicle means a vehicle which satisfies one of the following criteria:  that is 
a vehicle that is disabled, abandoned, parked or left standing unattended upon the right-
of-way of any county road, state highway, or upon any street or alley over which Morrow 
County has jurisdiction, or upon any county property. 

 
Abatement means any action on public or private property and any adjacent property as 
may be necessary to remove or alleviate a nuisance, including but not limited to, 
demolition, removal, repair, boarding and securing or replacement of property. 

 
Attractive Nuisance is any negligent action or condition of property which would be both 
attractive and dangerous to curious children, or attract an infestation. 

 
Chronic Dereliction means whenever a derelict building remains unoccupied for a period 
in excess of 6 months or a period less than 6 months when the building or portion 
thereof constitutes an attractive nuisance or hazard to the public. 

 
Chronic Offender means a responsible party who has not complied with an order of the 
Code Enforcement Officer or Justice of the Peace for any number of violations within 
twelve consecutive months. 

 
Citation, Complaint & Summons means the official form which charges a person(s) with 
a violation of a County Ordinance and requires that person to appear before the Court to 
answer the charges specified. 

 
Code Enforcement File means the public record retained in the Morrow County Sheriff’s 
Office which shall contain all documents, reports, evidence and other information 
concerning a particular complaint or enforcement action. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer means the person(s) whose primary duties are to conduct 
code investigations, issue stop work or stop use orders, issue citations, and generally 
initiate enforcement actions under this Ordinance. Enforcement officers have all 
authority to carry out the purposes of this Ordinance and the provisions of the Code 
under their authority. These persons may include any law enforcement officer, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Public Health Official, Administrator, or Director, Solid Waste 
Administrator, Building Official, Weed Coordinator/Inspector, and Planning Official. 

 
Complainant means a person(s) who initiates a complaint against another person(s) 
alleging a violation of a County ordinance which is authorized by a Board of 
Commissioners order to be enforced under this Ordinance. 

 
Consent Agreement means a written agreement signed by the responsible party(s) (as 
defined below) and the Code Enforcement Officer stating the specific steps or 
conditions which the responsible party(s) must take or meet to cure a violation of a 
County ordinance. 

 
Debris means the remains of something broken down or destroyed, including, but not 
limited to, scrap metal, paper, plastic or wood, pieces of asphalt, concrete, lumber or 
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other building supplies or yard clippings or cuttings of plant material. 
 

Derelict building means any building, structure, or portion thereof which is unoccupied 
and meets any of the following criteria or any residential structure which is at least 50% 
unoccupied and meets any of the following criteria: 1) Has been ordered vacated by a 
process outlined within this Ordinance; 2) Has been issued a correction notice by a 
process outlined within this Ordinance; 3) Is unsecured; 4) Is boarded; 5) Has been 
posted for violation of any portion of this Ordinance more than once in any two year 
period; or 6) Has, while vacant, had a nuisance abated by the County pursuant to this 
Ordinance. 

 
Garbage, Trash or Waste means all useless or discarded putrescible and non-
putrescible materials, including but not limited to rubbish, refuse, ashes, paper and 
cardboard, sewage sludge, septic tank and cesspool pumpings or other sludge, useless 
or discarded commercial, industrial, demolition and construction materials, discarded or 
abandoned vehicles or parts thereof, discarded home and industrial appliances, manure, 
vegetable or animal solid and semi-solid materials, dead animals and infectious waste. 
 
This definition also includes medical and infectious waste as defined in ORS 459.386 
and OAR 340-93-030(42) and (52); all wastes capable of being recycled that are 
commingled with other wastes; and incidental Household Hazardous Waste or Small 
Quantity Generator Hazardous waste as defined under 40 CFR 261.5.  The fact that 
materials, which would otherwise come within the definition of Garbage, Trash, or 
Waste, may from time-to-time have value and thus could be utilized, shall not remove 
them from the definition.  

 
Hazardous Vehicle means a vehicle left in a location or condition such as to constitute 
an immediate threat to the safety of vehicular or pedestrian traffic and as defined in 
Oregon State Highway Division Administrative Rule OAR 734-020-0147. 
 
Household Hazardous Waste means any discarded, useless or unwanted chemical, 
material, substance or product that is or may be hazardous or toxic to the public or the 
environment and is commonly used in or around households and is generated by the 
household.  Household hazardous waste may include but is not limited to some 
cleaners, solvents, pesticides and automotive and paint products. 

 
 

Infestation means to be overrun to an unwanted degree or in troublesome manner, 
especially as predatory animals, insects, or vermin do. 

 
Invasive Species means an organism that causes ecological or economic harm in a new 
environment where it is not native. 

 
Junk includes, but is not limited to, nuisance vehicles, all vehicles, vehicle parts, 
abandoned automobiles, machinery, machinery parts, appliances or appliance parts, 
iron or other metal, glass, paper, lumber, wood or other useless, unwanted or 
discarded material.  The fact that materials, which would otherwise come within the 
definition of Junk, may from time-to-time have value and thus could be utilized, shall 
not remove them from the definition.  For purposes of this subsection, the term “junk” 
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shall include, but not be limited to, a description of items which are dilapidated, 
abandoned, inoperable, or otherwise in a state of disrepair.  Junk means broken, 
discarded or accumulated objects including but not limited to appliances, building 
supplies, furniture, vehicles, or parts of vehicles. This definition is not meant to include 
“bone yard” as defined in the Solid Waste Management Plan. 

 
Justice of the Peace (JP) means the elected official in Morrow County who handles 
minor legal issues such as traffic offenses and code enforcement violations. 

 
Livestock means domestic animals of types customarily raised or kept on a farm for 
profit or other purposes. 

 
Motor Vehicle means a vehicle that is self-propelled or designed for self-propulsion. 

 
Noise Nuisance means any sound which a) injures or endangers the safety or health of 
humans; or b) annoys or disturbs a reasonable person of normal sensitivities. 

 
Noxious Weed means any plant which is determined by the Board of Commissioners to 
be injurious to public health, crops, livestock, land or other property. (See Appendix A) 

 
Nuisance means any thing, substance, or act that is a threat to the public health, safety, 
or welfare. 
 
Nuisance Vehicle means a vehicle that meets at least one of the following conditions:  

a. Is not currently licensed and registered for operation. 
b. Is being used to store junk, solid waste, or waste as defined in this section; or 
c. Has parts which have been discarded, dismantled, or partially dismantled, or 

stripped, or the vehicle is in a rusted, damaged, wrecked or other condition 
which renders the vehicle inoperable.  

 
Penalty means a fine assessed according to the schedule set forth in the applicable 
ordinance(s) against a responsible party(s) upon a finding by the Justice Court that a 
violation has occurred. 

 
Person means any public or private corporation, local governmental unit, public agency, 
individual, partnership, association, firm, trust, estate or any other legal entity, 
contractor, subcontractor or combination thereof. 

 
Person in Control of Property means an owner, agent, contract purchaser, lessee, 
occupant, or other person having possession or control of property. 

 
Place or Property means any premises, room, house, building or structure or any 
separate part or portion thereof, whether permanent or not, or the ground itself. 

 
Public Safety Officer means a peace officer, Morrow County Code Enforcement Officer, 
fire prevention inspector, firefighter, or any person who, during an emergency formally 
declared by the Morrow County Board of Commissioners, has been deputized by and is 
acting pursuant to the orders of the Morrow County Sheriff. 
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Responsible Party/Violator means an owner, title holder, contract seller, contract buyer, 
possessor or user of the land upon which a violation is occurring, or the person(s) 
responsible for the action, conduct, or omission which constitutes a violation of a County 
ordinance, may each be held responsible for a violation of a County ordinance. 

 
Stop Work or Stop Use Order means a formal written order issued by the Code 
Enforcement Officer or Building Official directing that any work, action or use is in 
violation of a County ordinance, must stop immediately. Such an order must be issued 
according to the requirements of Section 14 of this Ordinance. 

 
Street or Roadway means that portion of the road right-of-way developed for vehicular 
traffic. 

 
Unsafe Building means any building or structure where defects exist to the extent that 
life, health, property, or safety of the public or its occupants are endangered. 

 
Vehicle means any device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be 
transported or drawn upon a public highway and includes vehicles that are propelled or 
powered by any means. 

 
Violation means an offense created by an ordinance of Morrow County or the State 
which is punishable by a fine or punishment in addition to a fine but does not provide 
that the offense is punishable by a term of imprisonment. 

 
Weeds of Economic Importance means weeds which result in economic impact and 
which are identified by the Weed Advisory Board and approved by Board of 
Commissioners as appropriate targets for intensive control or eradication as feasible. 
(See Appendix B) 
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Section 3. Jurisdiction  
This Ordinance shall apply within those areas located inside Morrow County which are 
situated outside the city limits of an incorporated city. The Circuit and Justice Courts for the 
State of Oregon for the County of Morrow have concurrent jurisdiction over any and all 
violations of this Ordinance. 
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Section 4. . Motor Vehicles  
4.100  Abandoned Vehicles 

An abandoned vehicle may be taken into immediate custody and removed by an 
appropriate authority. The Morrow County Sheriff has all authority to enforce ORS 
819.100 - 819.200. 

 
4.200  Disposal of Vehicles at the Request of a Person in Lawful Possession (junk slips)  

A. A person may make a request to the Morrow County Sheriff’s Office, or 
designee, to dispose of a vehicle that is on the private property of the person and 
that is appraised at a value of $500.00 of less, as determined by a holder of a 
certificate issued under ORS 819.230, if the person is in lawful possession of the 
vehicle. For the purposes of this subsection, a person need not have the 
certificate of title to be in lawful possession of the vehicle.  

B. When the Sheriff’s Office chooses to dispose of a vehicle under Section A 
above, the Sheriff’s Office shall do all of the following: 
1. Photograph the vehicle.  
2. Verify that the person is in lawful possession of the vehicle.  
3. Provide notification on a “junk slip” document recording the vital 

information of an abandoned or accumulated vehicle to the person 
requesting the disposal and the Department of Motor Vehicles of all of 
the following:  
a. The name and address of the person requesting the disposal;  
b. The vehicle identification number;  
c. The appraised value of the vehicle;  
e. The name and address of the authority disposing of the vehicle.  

4. Dispose of the vehicle and its contents to a person who holds a valid 
dismantler certificate issued under ORS 822.110. 

C. The Sheriff’s Office may charge the person requesting the disposal a fee to 
dispose of the vehicle. 

D. Disposal of a vehicle to a dismantler as provided in this section extinguishes all 
prior ownership and possessory rights. No title shall further be issued upon the 
vehicle, including salvage title.  

E. In lieu of submitting ownership or other title documents for the vehicle, the 
Sheriff’s Office may submit to the dismantler a copy of the junk slip notification 
provided to the Department of Motor Vehicles under subsection B. of this 
section. 

 
4.300  Motor Vehicle Impound  

A police officer who has probable cause to believe that a person, at or just prior to the 
time the police officer stops the person, has committed an offense described in Oregon 
Statute may, without prior notice, order the vehicle impounded until a person with right to 
possession of the vehicle complies with the conditions for release or the vehicle is 
ordered released by a hearings officer. 

 
4.400  Towing and Storage Liens  

The lien that attaches to the vehicle shall be a possessory chattel lien in accordance 
with ORS 87.142 and shall be foreclosed in the manner provided in ORS 87.152 to  
87.212. If the appraised value of the vehicle is $1,000.00 or less, the vehicle shall be 
disposed of in the manner provided in ORS 819.220. Evidence regarding market value 
from any person who deals, trades, buys, or disposes of such vehicles in the ordinary 
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course of such person’s business shall be sufficient to establish market value. 

 
4.500  Suspension of Notice and Hearing Requirements  

In all cases where removal, towing or impoundment of any vehicle has been performed 
by persons engaged in emergency operations after formal declaration of emergency by 
the Morrow County Board of Commissioners, all notice and hearings requirements shall 
be suspended and held in abeyance until abatement of the conditions creating the 
emergency reasonably allow for providing notice and hearing. 

 
4.600  Vehicles as attractive nuisances  

No person in charge of property may permit, or no person may cause to exist, vehicles 
or parts thereof, which could cause an attractive nuisance or infestation. 
 

4.700 Nuisance Vehicle Storage 
 

A. Storing or permitting to be stored more than two nuisance vehicles, or portions thereof, 
or any vehicle leaking fluids onto the ground or into a waterway, on any private 
property is prohibited, unless the vehicle is completely enclosed within a building, is 
covered with a fitted car cover specifically designed to protect vehicles from the 
elements, or is stored on the premises of a business enterprise dealing in used 
vehicles that is being lawfully conducted within the County;  

 
B. Farm-related equipment that is not required to be registered as a motor vehicle is 

excluded from this section if it meets the following criteria: 
1. Equipment function is clearly related to farming/ranch practices and/or the 

equipment is historically related to agricultural operations, such as combines; 
2. Equipment is not leaking fluids onto the ground or into a waterway. 

 
The owner of record or person in charge of the property must be able to demonstrate 
that non-registered farm equipment is either used as part of the agricultural operation 
or is of historical significance.  
 

C. Removal of an unregistered or inoperable vehicle from one tax lot to another tax lot, or 
removal of an unregistered or inoperable vehicle from private property onto a public 
right-f-way, or removal of an unregistered or inoperable vehicle from one location to 
another location on a public right-of-way, after the responsible party has received a 
Notice of Violation shall not prevent the County from proceeding with the process to 
have the vehicle towed from a tax lot or the public right-of way and impounded under 
the provisions of Chapter 3.  

 
D. Illegal Parking lot:  Storing or permitting to be stored in excess of 30 days within any 

consecutive twelve (12) month period, more than three operational and registered 
vehicles, not registered to the property address, unless they are completely enclosed 
within a building or are stored on the premises of a business enterprise dealing in new 
or used vehicles or the storage of vehicles lawfully conducted within the County. 
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Section 5. Nuisances  
5.100  Nuisances 

No person in charge of property may permit, or no person may cause to exist, any thing, 
substance, or act that is an imminent threat to the public health, safety, or welfare. An 
imminent nuisance may be summarily abated as provided in Section 12. 

 
5.200  General Nuisance  

A. All accumulation of garbage, waste and debris must be in accordance with the 
requirements of the Solid Waste Ordinance. No person in charge of property 
may permit, or no person may cause to exist, accumulation of debris, garbage, 
junk, or animal excrement that are not removed within a reasonable time, except 
as follows:  
1. junk may be accumulated if authorized by permit or business license.  
2. yard cuttings, other than grass clippings, may be accumulated on 

property owned or leased by the person for burning at the first available 
burn season. It is the landowners’ responsibility to obtain any required 
burning permits.  

3. yard cuttings and other organic material may be accumulated on property 
owned or leased by a person for composting, if maintained in a manner 
that does not attract vermin and does not produce an offensive odor.  

4. garbage may be accumulated in order to be hauled by a licensed solid 
waste hauler or to be taken by the person to an authorized depository if 
the garbage is secured within a fly-proof, rodent-proof, water-tight 
covered container that is kept clean and in good repair, and is removed 
within a reasonable time.  

5. animal excrement from livestock may be accumulated for farm or 
agricultural purposes as long as it does not become a danger to health or 
safety. 

 
B. Weeds. The owner or person in charge of property shall not permit the growth, 

seeding or spreading of weeds as a fire danger. Local Fire Chiefs and Marshals 
are recognized as the enforcement authority for fire hazards. Additionally, 
Morrow County is declared a Weed Control District and is further regulated as 
characterized by Section 11 of this Code. 

 
C. No person may cause to exist vegetation that:  

1. is a hazard to pedestrian use of a public sidewalk or is a hazard to bicycle 
or vehicular use of a public or private street by impeding passage or 
vision. The hazards include, but are not limited to:  
a. Vegetation that encroaches upon, or overhangs lower than 8 feet, 

a public sidewalk or other pedestrian way, or encroaches upon or 
overhangs lower than 10 feet, a public or private street.  

b. Vegetation that impedes motorist, bicyclist or pedestrian views of 
traffic, traffic signs or signals, street lights or name signs, or other 
safety fixtures or markings placed in the public way.  

2. is a hazard to the public or property on or near the property where the 
vegetation is located; 

3. impedes access to or use of any public facility;  
4. obstructs drainage facilities in the public way, including but not limited to 

roadside ditches, street curbs and gutters, catch basins, or culverts; 
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5. has roots that have entered a sewer or water line, main or system, and 
that stops, restricts or retards the flow of sewage or water, or damages 
the pipes or connectors; has roots that have cracked or displaced a 
sidewalk, curb or street;  

6. extends across a property line. Tree and shrub branches or limbs may 
extend across a property line when by condition or location they do not 
create a hazard to the health, safety or well-being of the general public. 

 
D. Trees. The owner or person in charge of property shall not permit shrubs or 

trees to interfere with the use of a sidewalk or roadway, or obstruct a driver’s 
view of an intersection or of traffic upon streets approaching an intersection, or 
otherwise create a hazard to the public. Such owner or person in charge of 
property shall also trim the trees so that the minimum clearance of the 
overhanging part of the tree is eight feet above the sidewalk and eleven feet 
above the roadway. 

 
E. No person in charge of property may permit or no person may cause to exist on 

private or public property accessible containers with a capacity of more than one 
cubic foot and a door or lid that locks or fastens when closed and that cannot be 
easily opened from the inside. 

 
F. No person in charge of property may permit or no person may cause to exist a 

well, cistern, cesspool, pit, quarry, excavation, swimming pool, or other hole of a 
depth of four feet or more, unless;  
1. it is fenced or securely covered; or  
2. the excavation is part of an authorized construction project and during the 

course of construction reasonable safeguards are maintained to prevent 
injury. 

 
G. No person in charge of property may permit or no person may cause to exist on 

a sidewalk or public or private street adjacent to the property, any dumping or 
storage of dirt, sand, rocks, gravel, lawn clippings, bark dust, lumber or other 
similar material. 

 
H. No person in charge of a development project may permit, or no driver of a 

vehicle may cause, any deposit of dirt, mud, lumber or other material or object 
on any street or sidewalk. 

 
I. Unlawful Posting of placards.  

1. No person may attach or cause to be attached an advertisement, bill, 
placard, poster or sign upon real or personal property, whether public or 
private, without first securing permission from the owner or person in 
control of the property.  

2. This section shall not be construed as an amendment to or a repeal of 
any county development code regulation of the use and location of signs. 

 
J. No person in charge of property may possess nuisance vehicles on the 
          property, except as otherwise allowed in Section 4.700.  

 
5.300 A general nuisance may be abated as provided in Section 11. 
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5.400 Compliance with 5.400LAND USE AND ZONING AND  SUBDIVISION 
ORDINANCESNUISANCES[TM1] 
Violations of the Zoning Ordinance or the Subdivision and Land Partition Ordinance are subject 
to this Code Enforcement Ordinance. 
 

A. Development Without Land Use Review and Approval: 
(whether approvable or not) development within Morrow County conducted without 
having obtained the permits and approvals required by Morrow County Zoning 
Oordinance regardless of whether or not it could comply with all applicable land use 
regulationss. 
 

B. Non-Compliance with Approval: Development that does not comply with the 
specifications set out in the approval issued by the Morrow County Planning Department 
or built inconsistently with Approval .  IIncluding but not limited to: placing structures in 
different locations than approved, not meeting setback or buffer requirements, building 
structures taller or larger than approved, or increasing or altering the nature and intensity 
of the approved use. 
 

C. Continuation of Use after Expiration of Approval:  
 
1.  A Permit may be approved with a limited time duration.  Use continuing beyond the 
expiration of approval granted via a Permit, Temporary Use or other, is prohibited . 
 
2. Failure to remove additional dwelling within sixty (60) days of the expiration of a 
Temporary Use Permit granted due to family hardship or until a primary dwelling is built: 
 a.  Temporary placement of an additional dwelling shall be granted for a specified 
time period, with the period not exceeding two (2) years.  If the temporary placement is 
not renewed, the owner of record or person in charge of the property shall have sixty 
(60) days in which to remove the additional dwelling from the property, unless an 
extension is granted . 
 
 
  

D. Nonconforming Uses:  The following nonconforming uses shall be considered permitting 
violations: : 
 
1.  Any change, alteration, restoration or replacement of structures, uses or area related 
to the pre-existing nonconforming structure, use or area that fails to conform to the 
applicable nonconforming use standards or those of the current zoning designation; and 
 
2.  Use or employment of a structure, use or area that is discontinued or abandoned 
according to the applicable nonconforming use standards. 
 

E. Outdoor Lights:  Outdoor lights shall be directed downward and sited, hooded and 
shielded in a manner that prevents the lighting from projecting on to adjacent properties. 
 

F. Illegal Uses: No development may occur that conflicts with the requirements of the 
Morrow County Zoning Ordinance or that require permits and approvals that were not 
obtained.  These illegal uses include, but are not limited to: 
1.  Illegal Dwellings: Structures designed for, or used in the capacity of a dwelling, or 
parts thereof erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, or altered which did 
not receive all of the applicable approvals (local, state, or federal) that were required at 
the time the structure was built or placed on the property. 
2.  Illegal Structures:  Structures or parts thereof erected, moved, reconstructed, 
extended, enlarged or altered which did not receive all of the applicable approvals (local, 
state, or federal) that were required at the time the structure was built or placed on the 
property. 
3.  Illegal Home Occupations:  Any for-profit activity conducted, without Planning 
Department approvals, within a dwelling or other structure, normally associated with 
usesd permitted in the zone contrary to applicable approvals (local, state, or federal). 
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4.  Illegal Businesses:  Any for-profit activity conducted, without Planning Department 
approvals, within a dwelling or other structure, normally associated with usesd permitted 
in the zone contrary to applicable approvals (local, state, or federal). 
5.  Illegal Land Divisions/Property Line Adjustments:  Partitions, Replats, Property Line 
Adjustments that do not comply with applicable approvals (local, state, or federal). 
 

G. Violation of Structure Restrictions: No structures larger than 100 square feet in area or 
10 feet in height are permitted without applicable approvals (local, state, or federal). 
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Section 6. Housing as a Public Nuisance  
6.100  Authority 

Whenever the County finds that there exists in the County dwellings, buildings or 
structures which are unfit for human habitation due to unsanitary conditions, dilapidation 
or other defects detrimental to the public health, welfare and safety of Morrow County 
residents the County may exercise its authority under State Statute to repair, close or 
demolish these dwellings in the manner provided in this Section and in State Statute. 

 
For the purposes of aiding the Code Enforcement Officer, the County will, pursuant to 
this Section, utilize the authority given to the County Public Health Director in ORS 
431.150 in all matters pertaining to the public health and the authority given to the 
Building Official in Oregon Administrative Rule 918-480-0140(5) to revoke a certificate of 
occupancy of a residential dwelling in violation of applicable law that poses a threat to 
health and safety. The Fire Chief of an appropriate Fire Protection District will have all 
authority to enforce the Oregon Fire Code in order to protect the public safety and health 
of the citizens of Morrow County. 

 
6.200  Purpose and Policy  

It is the purpose of this Section to address the matter of concern in the County with 
particular, although not widespread, instances of unsafe, unsanitary and dilapidated 
housing that exist and are detrimental to the public health, welfare and safety. It is not 
the purpose of this Section to constrain rural, isolated dwellings such as cabins built for 
recreational use but may be applied if such a dwelling is occupied for a full calendar 
year. It shall be the policy of the County to:  
• Endeavor to educate responsible parties when a health and safety issue with 

housing becomes apparent. It is recognized that not all landlords and tenants 
are aware of their resources and responsibilities according to Oregon State law.  

• Provide clear evidence and health benchmarks as provided by this Section and 
the expertise, experience and authority of the Code Enforcement Officer, the 
Public Health Director, the Building Official, Fire Officials and other public 
officials whose work, training and lawful authority allow for enforcement of health 
and safety issues.  

• Identify and abate chronic violations. Properties that have had ongoing or 
repeated violations and have been identified as chronic offenders are especially 
at risk for County action. County actions are meant to encourage property 
owners to comply. Lack of compliance may lead to additional penalties. 

 
6.300  Property as a Public Nuisance  

Any structure that is in such a condition as to constitute a public nuisance known to the 
common law or in equity jurisprudence or whenever any structure has been constructed, 
exists, or is maintained in violation of any specific requirement or prohibition applicable 
to such structure provided by the building regulations of Morrow County, the Oregon 
State Structural Code, the Fire and Life Safety Code, or any local law or ordinance 
relating to the condition, location, or structure of buildings. 

 
A. Dangerous Buildings.  

1. Whenever the structure has been so damaged by fire, wind, earthquake, 
or flood or any other cause, or has become so dilapidated or deteriorated 
as to become: 
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a. An attractive nuisance, or  
b. A harbor for vagrants or criminals, or  
c. As to enable persons to resort thereto for the purpose of 

committing unlawful or immoral acts; 
2. Whenever a structure has become chronically derelict;  
3. Unsafe buildings and burned or partially burned structures that have 

become unsafe or dangerous; or 
4. When deemed dangerous by the Building Official or local Fire Marshall. 

6.400  Benchmarks.  
A tenant, property owner, or both, can be considered a Responsible Party for meeting 
the requirements of this Section. For purposes of this Section, a dwelling unit shall be 
considered inhabitable if it substantially lacks any one of the first 7 or a combination of: 

 
A. As applied to landlord responsibilities:  

1. Effective waterproofing and weather protection of roof and exterior 
walls, including windows and doors; 

2. Plumbing facilities which conform to applicable law in effect at the 
time of installation, and maintained in good working order; 

3. A water supply approved under applicable law, which is:  
a. Under the control of the tenant or landlord and is capable 

of producing hot and cold running water 
b. Furnished with appropriate fixtures;  
c. Connected to a sewage disposal system approved under 

applicable law; and 
d. Maintained so as to provide safe drinking water and to be 

in good working order to the extent that the system can be 
controlled by the landlord;  

4. Adequate heating facilities which conform to applicable law at the 
time of installation and maintained in good working order; 

5. Electrical lighting with wiring and electrical equipment which 
conform to applicable law at the time of installation and 
maintained in good working order.  

6. Buildings, grounds and appurtenances at the time of the 
commencement of the rental agreement in every part safe for 
normal and reasonably foreseeable uses, clean, sanitary and free 
from all accumulations of debris, filth, rubbish, garbage, rodents 
and vermin, and all areas under control of the landlord kept in 
every part safe for normal and reasonably foreseeable uses, 
clean, sanitary and free from all accumulations of debris, filth, 
rubbish, garbage, rodents, and vermin;  

7. Safety from fire hazards as required by the Oregon Fire Code. 
 

B. As applied to tenant duties: 
 

1. All areas of the premises kept in every part as clean, sanitary and 
free from all accumulations of debris, filth, rubbish, garbage, 

 
rodents and vermin, as the condition of the premises permits and 
to the extent that the tenant is responsible for causing the 
problem.  
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2. All ashes, garbage, rubbish and other waste disposed of from the 
dwelling unit in a clean, safe and legal manner. 

3. All plumbing fixtures in the dwelling unit kept or used by the tenant 
as clean as their condition permits. 

 
The tenant shall cooperate to a reasonable extent in assisting the landlord in any 
reasonable effort to remedy the problem. 

 
6.500  Resolution  

Resolution of a violation of this section may be sought as stipulated in Section 11  
Enforcement Procedures in this Ordinance with the following changes: 

 
A. Discovery.  

A complaint under this section shall be filed for investigation by recommendation 
to the Code Enforcement Officer or a local Fire Chief. 

 
B. Investigation and Confirmation.  

An action for enforcement by the Code Enforcement Officer shall be investigated 
and authorized by at least one authorized public health official as identified in 
Section 6.100 above. The investigation shall be accomplished either by physical 
inspection of the property or by inspection of photographic or video evidence of 
the alleged violation. When a violation of this Section has been confirmed upon 
this investigation, the public health official(s) shall provide the Code Enforcement 
Officer with a Confirmation Statement avowing the existence of a public health 
and safety violation according to the Benchmarks provided in Section 6.400 
(Benchmarks) above. 

 
C. Actions.  

1. The first confirmed violation with respect to location and property owner 
shall follow the guidelines of Section 11.100(A)of this Ordinance if 
Summary Abatement is not warranted. The responsible part(y)ies shall 
be provided with appropriate education materials as to property owner 
and/or tenant resources and responsibilities.  

2. Subsequent violations on the same property with the same property 
owner may meet the definition of chronic offender. The County may utilize 
an enforcement action most appropriate to the situation in compliance 
with Section 11 of this Ordinance. Penalties and Costs will be assessed 
according to Section 13 of this Ordinance including recovery in the form 
of a lien to recover costs and penalties for abatement.  

3. A chronic offender will face additional sanctions, such as citation and 
County abatement with the requirement to pay the County’s costs plus 
chronic offender percentage penalties as stipulated in the Morrow County 
Fee Ordinance.  

 
6.600  Inspection and Right of Entry  

A. Right of Entry. 
 

A Code Enforcement Officer may enter property, including the interior of 
structures, at all reasonable times whenever an inspection is necessary to 
enforce any building regulations, or whenever the Officer has reasonable cause 
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to believe that there exists in any structure or upon any property any condition 
which would constitute a violation as described in this Section, the Oregon Fire 
Code or Building Code. In the case of entry into areas of property that are 
plainly enclosed to create privacy and prevent access by unauthorized persons, 
the following steps shall be taken:  
1. Occupied Property. If any structure on the property is occupied, the Code 

Enforcement Officer shall first present proper credentials and request entry. If 
entry is refused, the Code Enforcement Officer may obtain entry by obtaining an 
inspection warrant;  
2. Unoccupied Property.  

a. If the property is unoccupied, the Code Enforcement Officer shall 
contact the property owner, or other persons having charge or control of 
the property, and request entry. If entry is refused, the Code Enforcement 
Officer may obtain entry by obtaining an inspection warrant.  
b. If structures on the property are unoccupied, the Code Enforcement 
Officer shall first make a reasonable attempt to locate the owner or other 
persons having charge or control of the property and request entry. If 
entry is refused, the Code Enforcement Officer may obtain entry by 
obtaining an inspection warrant; or 

 
B. Grounds for Issuance of Inspection Warrants; Affidavit.  

1. Affidavit. An inspection warrant shall be issued only upon cause, supported 
by affidavit, particularly describing the applicant's status in applying for the 
warrant, the statute, ordinance or regulation requiring or authorizing the 
inspection or investigation, the property to be inspected or investigated and the 
purpose for which the inspection or investigation is to be made including the 
basis upon which cause exists to inspect. In addition, the affidavit shall contain 
either a statement that entry has been sought and refused, or facts or 
circumstances reasonably showing that the purposes of the inspection or 
investigation might be frustrated if entry were sought without an inspection 
warrant.  
2. Cause. Cause shall be deemed to exist if reasonable legislative or 
administrative standards for conducting a routine, periodic or area inspection are 
satisfied with respect to any building or upon any property, or there is probable 
cause to believe that a condition of nonconformity with any building regulation 
exists with respect to the designated property, or an investigation is reasonably 
believed to be necessary in order to discover or verify the condition of the 
property for conformity with building regulations. 

 
C. Procedure for Issuance of Inspection Warrant.  

1. Examination. Before issuing an inspection warrant, the Justice of the Peace 
may examine under oath the applicant and any other witness and shall be 
satisfied of the existence of grounds for granting such application.  
2. Issuance. If the Justice of the Peace is satisfied that cause for the inspection 
or investigation exists and that the other requirements for granting the 
application are satisfied, the Justice of the Peace shall issue the warrant, 
particularly describing the person or persons authorized to execute the warrant, 
the property to be entered and the purpose of the inspection or investigation. 
The warrant shall contain a direction that it be executed on any day of the week 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., or where the Justice of the Peace 
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has specially determined upon a showing that it cannot be effectively executed 
between those hours, that it be executed at any additional or other time of the 
day or night.  
3. Police Assistance. In issuing an inspection warrant on unoccupied property, 
the Justice of the Peace may authorize any peace officer, as defined in Oregon 
Revised Statutes, to enter the described property to remove any person or 
obstacle and assist the Code Enforcement Officer(s) inspecting the property in 
any way necessary to complete the inspection. 

 
D. Execution of Inspection Warrants  

1. Occupied Property. Except as provided in paragraph 2. below, in executing 
an inspection warrant, the person authorized to execute the warrant shall, before 
entry into the occupied premises, make a reasonable effort to present the 
person's credentials, authority and purpose to an occupant or person in 
possession of the property designated in the warrant and show the occupant or 
person in possession of the property the warrant or a copy thereof upon request.  
2. Unoccupied Property. In executing an inspection warrant, the person 
authorized to execute the warrant need not inform anyone of the person's 
authority and purpose, as prescribed in paragraph 1. above, but may promptly 
enter the property if it is at the time unoccupied or not in the possession of any 
person or at the time reasonably believed to be in such condition. In such case a 
copy of the warrant shall be conspicuously posted upon the property.  
3. Return. An inspection warrant must be executed within 10 working days of 
its issue and returned to the Justice of the Peace by whom it was issued within 
10 working days from its date of execution. After the expiration of the time 
prescribed by this subsection, the warrant unless executed is void. 

 
6.700  Appeals  

Appeals of Code Enforcement decisions shall be made to the Morrow County Board of 
Commissioners, which will act as an advisory and appeals board. A written appeal must 
be filed with the Planning Department within 20 days after the day of the decision, notice 
or order was served. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true 
intent of this Section or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly 
interpreted, the provisions do not fully apply, or the requirements are adequately 
satisfied by other means. The Board of Commissioners shall meet to hear an appeal 
upon notice from the Planning Director within 20 days of the filing of an appeal at a 
separate hearing or at a regularly scheduled Board of Commissioners hearing. All 
appeal hearings shall be open to the public. The appellant, the appellant’s 
representative, the Code Enforcement Officer and any person whose interests are 
affected shall be given an opportunity to be heard. The Board of Commissioners shall 
modify or reverse the decision of the Code Enforcement Officer only by a concurring 
vote of a majority of the Board of Commissioners and upon consultation with the public 
health officials responsible for signing the original Confirmation Statement stipulated in 
this 6.500(B) of this Section. Appeals of notice and orders (other than imminent danger 
notices) shall stay the enforcement of the notice and order until the appeal is heard by 
the Board of Commissioner. The Code Enforcement Officer shall take immediate action 
in accordance with the decision of the Board of Commissioners. 
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Section 7. Chronic Nuisances  
7.100 Definitions 

Chronic Nuisance Property is defined as:  
A. Property on which three or more Nuisance Activities exist or have occurred 

during any thirty (30) day period; or, 
B. Property on which or within 400 feet of which any Person Associated with the 

Property has engaged in three or more Nuisance Activities during any thirty (30) 
day period; or,  

C. Property which, upon request for execution of a search warrant, has been the 
subject of a determination by a court that probable cause that possession, 
manufacture, or delivery of a controlled substance or related offenses as defined 
in the Oregon Revised Statutes has occurred within the previous thirty (30) days, 
and the Morrow County Sheriff has determined that the search warrant was 
based on evidence of continuous or repeated Nuisance Activities at the Property; 
or,  

D. Property on which continuous or repeated Nuisance Activities as defined in this 
chapter exist or have occurred. 

 
7.200 Nuisance Activities  

Any of the following activities, behaviors, or conduct:  
A. Harassment as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
B. Intimidation as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
C. Disorderly Conduct as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
D. Assault or Menacing as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
E. Sexual Abuse, contributing to the Delinquency of a Minor, or Sexual Misconduct 

as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes. 
F. Public Indecency as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
G. Prostitution or related offenses as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
H. Alcoholic liquor violations as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
I. Offensive Littering as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
J. Criminal Trespass as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
K. Theft as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
L. Arson or related offenses as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
M. Possession, Manufacture, or Delivery of a Controlled Substance or related 

offenses as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes. 
N. Illegal Gambling as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
O. Criminal Mischief as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes.  
P. Any attempt to commit (as defined in the Oregon Revised Statutes), any of the 

above activities, behaviors or conduct. 
 
7.300 Violation  

A. Any Property determined by the Morrow County Sheriff to be Chronic Nuisance 
Property is in violation of this Chapter and subject to its remedies. 

B. Any Person in Control of Property determined by the Morrow County Sheriff to 
be a Chronic Nuisance Property is in violation of this Chapter and subject to its 
remedies. 

 
7.400 Procedures  

A. When the Morrow County Sheriff receives two or more police reports 
documenting the occurrence of Nuisance Activities on or within 400 feet of a 
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Property, the Morrow County Sheriff shall independently review such reports to 
determine whether they describe the activities, behaviors or conduct enumerated 
under this chapter. Upon such a finding, the Morrow County Sheriff may notify 
the Person in Control in writing that the Property is in danger of becoming 
Chronic Nuisance Property. The notice shall contain the following information:  
1. The street address or a legal description sufficient for identification of the 

Property. 
2. A statement that the Morrow County Sheriff has information that the 

Property may be Chronic Nuisance Property, with a concise description of 
the Nuisance Activities that exist, or that have occurred. The Morrow 
County Sheriff shall offer the Person in Control an opportunity to propose 
a course of action that the Morrow County Sheriff agrees will abate the 
Nuisance Activities giving rise to the violation.  

3. Demand that the Person in Control respond to the Morrow County Sheriff 
within ten (10) days to discuss the Nuisance Activities. 

B. When the Morrow County Sheriff receives a police report documenting the 
occurrence of additional Nuisance Activity on or within 400 feet of a Property 
after notification as provided by this chapter; or, in the case of Chronic Nuisance 
Property as defined in this chapter, for which notice is not required, the Morrow 
County Sheriff shall notify the Person in Control in writing that the Property has 
been determined to be a Chronic Nuisance Property. The notice shall contain 
the following information:  
1. The street address or a legal description sufficient for identification of the 

Property. 
2. A statement that the Morrow County Sheriff has determined the Property 

to be Chronic Nuisance Property with a concise description of the 
Nuisance Activities leading to his/her determination.  

3. Demand that the Person in Control respond within ten (10) days to the 
Morrow County Sheriff and propose a course of action that the Morrow 
County Sheriff agrees will abate the Nuisance Activities giving rise to the 
violation.  

4. Service shall be made either personally or by first class mail, postage 
prepaid, return receipt requested, addressed to the Person in Control at 
the address of the Property determined to be a Chronic Nuisance 
Property, or such other place which is likely to give the Person in Control 
notice of the determination by the Morrow County Sheriff.  

5. A copy of the notice shall be served on the owner at the address shown 
on the tax rolls of the county in which the Property is located, and/or the 
occupant at the address of the Property, if these Persons are different 
than the Person in Control, and shall be made either personally or by first 
class mail, postage prepaid.  

C. If the Person in Control fails to respond as required, the Morrow County Sheriff 
may refer the matter to the Morrow County Board of Commissioners and the 
County Counsel. Prior to referring the matter to the Morrow County Board of 
Commissioners and the County Counsel, the notice shall also be posted at the 
property.  

D. If the Person in Control responds as required and agrees to abate Nuisance 
Activities giving rise to the violation, the Morrow County Sheriff may postpone 
referring the matter to the Morrow County Board of Commissioners and the 
County Counsel. If an agreed course of action does not result in the abatement  
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of the Nuisance Activities within sixty (60) days; or, if no agreement concerning 
abatement is reached within sixty (60) days, the Morrow County Sheriff may refer 
the matter to the Morrow County Board of Commissioners and the County 
Counsel.  

E. When a Person in Control makes a response to the Morrow County Sheriff as 
required any conduct or statements made in connection with the furnishing of 
that response shall not constitute an admission that any Nuisance Activities have 
occurred or are occurring. This Subsection does not require the exclusion of any 
evidence which is otherwise admissible or offered for any other purpose.  

F. The failure of any Person to receive notice as provided by shall not invalidate or 
otherwise affect the proceedings under this Chapter. 

 
7.500 Commencement of Actions; Remedies; Burden of Proof  

A. The Morrow County Board of Commissioners may authorize the County Counsel 
to commence legal proceedings in the Circuit Court or Justice Court to abate 
Chronic Nuisance Property and seek closure, the imposition of civil penalties 
against any or all of the Persons in Charge thereof, and, any other relief deemed 
appropriate.  

B. If the Court determines Property to be Chronic Nuisance Property, the Court 
shall order that the Property be closed and secured against all unauthorized 
access, us and occupancy for a period of not less than six (6) months, nor more 
than one (1) year. The order shall be entered as part of the final judgment. The 
Court shall retain jurisdiction during any period of closure.  

C. If the Court determines a Property to be Chronic Nuisance Property, the Court 
may impose a civil penalty of up to $100 per day for each day Nuisance Activities 
occurred on the Property; or, the cost to the County to abate the Nuisance 
Activities at the Property whichever is greater. The amount of the civil penalty 
shall be assessed against the Person in Control and/or the Property and may be 
included in the County’s money judgment.  

D. If satisfied of the good faith of the Person in Control, the Court shall not award 
civil penalties if the Court finds that the Person in Control at all material times 
could not, in the exercise of reasonable care or diligence, determine that the 
Property had become Chronic Nuisance Property.  

E. In establishing the amount of any civil penalty, the Court may consider any of the 
following factors and shall cite those found applicable: 
1. The actions taken by the Person in Control to mitigate or correct the 

Nuisance Activities at the Property; 
2. The financial condition of the Person in Control;  
3. Repeated or continuous nature of the problem;  
4. The magnitude or gravity of the problem;  
5. The cooperation of the Person in Control with the County;  
6. The cost to the County of investigating and correcting or attempting to 

correct the Nuisance Activities; 
7. Any other factor deemed relevant by the Court.  

F. The County shall have the initial burden of proof to show by a preponderance of 
the evidence that the Property is Chronic Nuisance Property. 

G. Evidence of a Property’s general reputation and/or the reputation of persons 
residing in or frequenting it shall be admissible. 

 
7.600 Summary Closure  



DRAFT Morrow County Code Enforcement Ordinance – 2021 pg. 21 
 

Any summary closure proceeding shall be based on evidence showing that Nuisance 
 

Activities exist or have occurred on the Property and that emergency action is necessary 
to avoid an immediate threat to public welfare and safety. Proceedings to obtain an 
order of summary closure shall be governed by the provisions of the Oregon Rules of 
Civil Procedure for obtaining temporary restraining orders. In the event of summary 
closure, the County is not required to comply with the notification procedures set forth in 
this Chapter. 

 
7.700 Enforcement  

The Court may authorize the County to physically secure the Property against all 
unauthorized access, use or occupancy in the event that the Person in Control fails to 
do so within the time specified by the Court. In the event that the County is authorized to 
secure the Property, the County shall recover all costs reasonably incurred by the 
County to physically secure the Property as provided by this Section. The County shall 
prepare a statement of costs and the County shall thereafter submit that statement to 
the Court for its review as provided by the Oregon Rules of Civil Procedure. 

 
A lien shall be created against the Property for the amount of the Counties money 
judgment. Judgments imposed by this Chapter shall bear interest at the statutory rate. 

 
7.800 Attorney Fees  

The Court may, in its discretion, award attorneys’ fees to the prevailing party. 
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Section 8. Noise as a Public Nuisance  
8.100  Prohibited Acts 

It shall be unlawful for any person to create, assist in creating, permit, continue or permit 
the continuance of any loud, disturbing or unnecessary noise in the County. The 
following acts are declared to be violations of this Section, but such enumerations shall 
not be deemed to be exclusive:  
A. Any loud and continuing noise that obstructs the free use of property so as to 

essentially interfere with the reasonable comfort and enjoyment of life and 
property and meets one of the following:.  

B. Noise made between the hours of eleven o’clock (11:00) PM and seven o’clock 
(7:00) AM, and is one of the following: 
1. Constant for at least five (5) minutes; or  
2.1. Repeated at least three (3) times during a thirty (30) minute time period.  

C.B. Noise that is plainly audible within a dwelling unit one hundred feet (100') or 
more away from the source of the noise, including the use of domestic power 
tools, construction work, noise created by dogs, or any similar offensive noise 
from any building used as a private residence, apartment house, rooming house, 
or hotel between the hours of eleven o’clock (11:00) PM and seven o’clock (7:00) 
AM.  

D.C. A continuing offense, which shall be one in which the sound constituting the 
violation occurs without substantial break for a period of twenty-four (24) hours 
or more. 

 
8.200  Exceptions  

The following acts are exceptions in this Chapter:  
A. Noise emanating from aircraft, railway locomotives, military operations, energy 

facilities, and farm equipment and operations. 
B. Noise created by the normal operation of construction, road work, road repair, 

drilling or demolition work that occurs between the hours of six o’clock (6:00) AM 
and ten o’clock (10:00) PM.  

C. Noise created by a community outdoor activity or event conducted on public or 
private parks, playgrounds, and public or private school grounds. 

D. When an alleged noise nuisance is the result of an activity allowed by a permit 
issued by an authority of the State or Federal jurisdiction, the nuisance shall be 
enforced under the provisions and conditions of that particular permit.  

E. Noise caused by the performance of emergency work, emergency alarms, or by 
the ordinary and accepted use of emergency apparatus and equipment. 

 
8.300  Penalties  

In addition to other remedies provided by this Ordinance, a violation may be enjoined by 
a civil action pursuant to Oregon Statute as described in Section 15 of this Code. 

 
Violations of Oregon Administrative Rule 340-035 Noise Control Regulations are not 
enforced under this code enforcement ordinance. 
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Section 9. Dogs as a Public Nuisance and Animal Neglect 
9.100 Establishment of a Dog Control District  

Morrow County is hereby declared a Dog Control District. The Morrow County Board of 
Commissioners shall act as the Dog Control District Board of Supervisors. The Code 
Enforcement Officer shall be the dog control officer and will provide for administration 
and enforcement of a dog control program. 

 
9.200  Dogs as a Nuisance  

A. A dog is a public nuisance if it:  
1. Chases persons or vehicles on premises other than premises from which the 

keeper of the dog may lawfully exclude others; 
2. Damages or destroys property of persons other than the keeper of the dog;  
3. Scatters garbage on premises other than premises from which the keeper of the 

dog may lawfully exclude others; 
4. Trespasses on public or private property of persons other than the keeper of the 

dog; 
5. Disturbs any person by frequent or prolonged noises;  
6. Is a female in heat and running at large; or  
7. Any dog running at large; or  
8. Is a menacing or potentially dangerous dog, but is not a dangerous dog as  

defined in Oregon Statute  
B. Any person who has cause to believe a keeper is maintaining a dog that is a 

public nuisance may complain, either orally or in writing, to the County. The 
receipt of any complaint is sufficient cause for the County to investigate the 
matter and determine whether the keeper of the dog is in violation of this 
Section.  

C. A law enforcement officer or dog control officer may cite a keeper, impound a 
dog, or both if the dog is found running at large as a nuisance as described in 
8.200(A) above. 

 
9.300  Owner Responsibility  

A. All dogs shall be kept within the real property limits of the keeper of the dog and 
under control of the responsible person, or contained with a fence that maintains 
control of the animal. While off the property of the keeper of the dog, a dog must 
be on a leash or lead under control of a responsible person or be contained 
within a portable kennel. If the dog has been determined by the law enforcement 
officer or dog control officer to be a public nuisance consistent with the definition 
in 8.200(A) above, restraint shall mean contained within a dog run or kennel, 
inside a secure structure, or leashed and muzzled when off the premises or the 
premises occupied by the keeper of the dog.  

B. Any dog determined by the County to be a menacing dog or a public nuisance 
shall be confined by the keeper of the dog, within a secure building, secure 
kennel or dog run. Whenever off the premises the dog shall be securely 
muzzled and leashed or muzzled and caged whenever off the premises of the 
keeper of the dog.  

C. No dog shall be allowed to cause a nuisance. The keeper of every dog shall be 
held responsible for every behavior of such dog under the provisions of this 
Section and State law. 

 
9.400  Dogs and Livestock  
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A. The owner of any livestock which has been damaged by being injured, chased, 
wounded or killed by any dog shall have a cause of action against the owner of 
such dog for the damages resulting therefrom, including double the value of any 
livestock killed and double the amount of any damage to the livestock.  

B. If one or more of several dogs owned by different persons participate in 
damaging any livestock, the owners of the respective dogs shall be jointly and 
severally liable under this section. The owners of dogs jointly or severally liable 
under this section have a right of contribution among themselves. The right 
exists only in favor of an owner who has paid more than the pro rata share of the 
owner, determined by dividing the total damage by the number of dogs involved, 
of the common liability, and the total recovery of the owner is limited to the 
amount paid by the owner in excess of the pro rata share of the owner.  

C. Any dog, whether licensed or not, which, while off the premises owned or under 
control of its owner, kills, wounds, or injures any livestock not belonging to the 
master of such dog, is a public nuisance and may be killed immediately by any 
person. This regulation does not apply to any dog acting under the direction of 
its master, or the agents or employees of such master.  

D. If any dog, not under the control of its owner or keeper, is found chasing or 
feeding upon the warm carcass of livestock not the property of such owner or 
keeper it shall be deemed, prima facie, as engaged in killing, wounding or 
injuring livestock.  

E. No person shall kill any dog for killing, wounding, injuring or chasing chickens 
upon a public place or highway. 

 
9.500 Impounding certain dogs; procedure for county disposition of impounded dogs; 

impoundment fees and costs; release of dog.  
A. A law enforcement officer or dog control officer may cite a keeper, impound a 

dog, or both if the dog is a public nuisance as described above; or the officer has 
probable cause to believe that the dog is a dangerous dog as defined in ORS 
609.098.  

B. All dogs impounded under this section shall be held in an adequate and sanitary 
pound to be provided by the county governing body from the general fund or out 
of funds obtained from dog licenses and from the redemption of dogs so 
impounded. However, in lieu of the establishment of a dog pound, the county 
governing body may contract for the care of the dogs. Unless claimed by its 
keeper, a dog shall be impounded for at least three days if the dog is without a 
license or identification tag and for at least five days if it has a license or 
identification tag. A reasonable effort shall be made to notify the keeper of a dog 
before the dog is removed from impoundment.  

C. Unless the county governing body provides otherwise, if the keeper appears and 
redeems the dog, the keeper shall pay a fee for each subsequent impoundment, 
pay the expense of keeping the dog during the time it was impounded, and 
obtain necessary immunizations. Fees will be in accordance with the current 
Morrow County Fee Schedule.  

D. In addition to any payment required pursuant to subsection C. of this section, the 
county governing body may require as a condition for redeeming the dog that the 
keeper agree to reasonable restrictions on the keeping of the dog including, but 
not limited to 8.300(B) of this section (Owner Responsibility. The keeper must 
pay the cost of complying with the reasonable restrictions. As used in this 
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subsection, “reasonable restrictions” may include, but is not limited to, 
sterilization.  

E. A keeper of a dog maintains a public nuisance if the keeper fails to comply with 
reasonable restrictions imposed under subsection D. of this section or if a keeper 
fails to provide acceptable proof of compliance to the county governing body on  
or before the 10th day after issuance of the order imposing the restrictions. If the 
board or governing body finds the proof submitted by the keeper unacceptable, 
the board or governing body shall send notice of that finding to the keeper no 
later than five days after the proof is received.  

F. The county governing body may release the dog to a responsible person upon 
receiving assurance that the person will properly care for the dog, including 
providing necessary immunizations, and upon payment of a sum established by 
the county governing body plus cost of keep during its impounding, and 
purchase of a license if required. The person shall thereafter be the keeper of 
the dog for purposes of ORS 609.035 to 609.110.  

G. If the keeper of a dog is not charged with violating ORS 609.095 (2) or (3) or 
ORS 609.098, and the county governing body finds that the dog has menaced or 
chased a person when on premises other than the premises from which the 
keeper may lawfully exclude others or has bitten a person, the county governing 
body may order that the dog be killed in a humane manner. Before ordering that 
the dog be killed, the board or governing body shall consider the factors 
described in ORS 609.093 and issue written findings on those factors. 
Notwithstanding ORS 34.030, if the disposition order issued by the board or 
governing body provides that the dog is to be killed, a petition by the keeper for a 
writ of review must be filed no later than the 10th day after the county governing 
body sends notice of the order to the keeper. Notwithstanding ORS 19.270,  
19.330 and 34.070, the order for the killing of the dog may not be carried out 
during the period that the order is subject to review or appeal. If the dog is not 
killed, the board or governing body may impose reasonable restrictions on the 
keeping of the dog. The keeper must pay the cost of complying with the 
reasonable restrictions. If no keeper appears to redeem a dog within the allotted 
time or the keeper of the dog is not able or willing to comply with the required 
restrictions, the dog may be surrendered to the County.  

H. If the keeper of a dog is charged with violating ORS 609.095 (2) or (3) or  
609.098, upon conviction of the keeper the court may determine the disposition 
of the dog as provided under ORS 609.990 up to and including euthanization. 

I. Notwithstanding subsections B., C., F., G. and H. of this section, any dog 
impounded for biting a person shall be held for at least 10 days before 
redemption or destruction to determine if the dog is rabid.  

J. Notwithstanding subsections B. and C. of this section, if the keeper is charged 
with violating ORS 609.098, the dog shall be kept in impoundment pending 
resolution of the charges. A court may order the keeper to post a deposit with the 
county governing body to cover the cost of keeping the dog in impoundment. If 
the keeper is convicted of violating ORS 609.098, the court may order the 
deposit forfeited to the board or governing body.  

K. The county governing body may impose lesser fees or penalties under 
subsections C. and F. of this section for certain senior citizens under certain 
circumstances.  

L. The county governing body may euthanize the dog if not claimed within 30 days. 
 
9.600 Animal Abuse, Neglect and Abandonment 
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 A person who commits a crime of animal abuse, neglect or abandonment shall be 
 subject to the provisions of ORS 167.310 through 390. 
 
9.700 Nuisance Dog Penalties   

Fines and Penalties shall be paid in accordance with the Morrow County Fee Schedule 
and ORS 609.162, 163,166, and 990. In addition to any fine or sentence imposed under 
this section, a court may order a person who keeps a nuisance dog as set forth in 
Section 9.200 above to pay restitution for any physical injury, death or property damage 
caused by the dog as a result of the keeper’s violation. The court may also order the 
person to pay the cost of keeping the dog in impoundment. 
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Section 10. Environmental Health  
10.100 Purpose 

It is the purpose of this Section to implement the County’s authority to enforce the 
environmental health programs delegated to Umatilla County by the State of Oregon for 
Onsite Septic Systems, Food Service Facilities, Tourist Facilities, and Pool Facilities. 

 
10.200 Adoption  

A. Except as specifically provided herein, all administrative rules which are duly 
existing and adopted by the Environmental Quality Commission of the state of 
Oregon, and the Department of Environmental Quality on <date of adoption of 
MOA>, pursuant to ORS 454.605 through 454.780, including appendices, are 
adopted as regulations by Morrow County and shall have full force and effect as 
law in Morrow County. These rules include OAR 340-012-0060. The 
Administrative Rules are adopted as part of this Section and are incorporated 
into this Section by this reference. Violations of this Section shall be measured 
by the technical and other standards found in said rules. 

 
B. The following Oregon State Statutes and Administrative Rules are adopted as 

part of this Section and are incorporated into this Section by this reference:  
1. Restaurants and Bed and Breakfast Facilities (including limited 

service restaurants, and temporary restaurants): ORS 624.010 to 
624.035, 624.060 to 624.110, 624.130 and 624.992 and 
Administrative Rules adopted by the Department of Human 
Services (or its successor agency) pursuant to those statutes, 
including OAR Chapter 333, Divisions 150, 157, 158, 160, and 
170. 

 
2. Commissaries, mobile units and vending machines (including 

warehouses): ORS 624.310 to 624.440, and 624.992, and 
Administrative Rules adopted by the Department of Human 
Services (or its successor agency) pursuant to those statutes, 
including OAR Chapter 333, Division 162. 

 
3. Tourist Facilities (including travelers’ accommodations, hostels, 

picnic parks, recreation parks, and organizational camps): ORS 
446.310 to 446.320, 446.322 to 446.349, and Administrative 
Rules adopted by the Department of Human Services (or its 
successor agency) pursuant to those statutes, including OAR 
Chapter 333, Divisions 29, 30, and 31. 

 
4. Pool Facilities (including public swimming pools, public spa 

pools, public wading pools, and bathhouses): ORS 448.005 to 
448.060, 448.095 to 448.100, and Administrative Rules adopted 
by the Department of Human Services (or its successor agency) 
pursuant to those statutes, including OAR Chapter 333, Divisions 
60 and 62. 

 
5. Administrative Procedures: ORS 183.310, 183.413, to 183.502, 

and 183.745, and OAR 333-012-0050 to 333-012-0070, and 137-
003-0001 to 137-003-0092. 
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10.300 Permits Required  

A. All proposed or approved sewage facilities shall comply will all applicable 
provisions of Oregon Revised Statutes and rules and regulations of the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality. 

 
B. Except as specifically provided in the rules, it is unlawful and a violation of this 

Section to:  
1. Begin construction, installation, or development of any system 

without first obtaining a construction installation permit from the 
county;  

2. Place into service, change use of, or increase the projected daily 
sewage flow into an existing system without obtaining either an 
authorization notice or alteration permit, as appropriate, from the 
county;  

3. Repair a system without first obtaining a repair permit from the 
county, except that emergency repairs may be made when 
sewage is backing up into a dwelling or commercial facility, or 
when there is a broken sewer pipe and immediate action is 
necessary provided that a permit is obtained within three days 
after the emergency repairs are begun. 

 
10.400 Violations  

It is unlawful and a violation of this Section for any person to:  
A. No person shall construct a subsurface sewage disposal system except in 

compliance with ORS Chapter 454 and rules promulgated under that Chapter. 
B. No person shall habitate on or utilize land except in compliance with ORS 

Chapter 454 and rules promulgated thereunder. 
C. Fail to treat or dispose of any sewage as required by this chapter;  
D. Discharge untreated or partially treated sewage or septic tank effluent directly or 

indirectly onto the ground surface or into any public waters; 
E. Connect any plumbing fixture from which sewage is or may be discharged into 

any sewage disposal system that has not been approved by the county; 
F. Obstruct, cover, modify the soil covering or otherwise affect a system 

replacement area without first obtaining approval from the county; 
G. Fail to abandon an on-site system, including a septic tank and system, when 

required to under the rules or fail to comply with the procedures and 
requirements for proper abandonment as provided by the rules;  

H. Backfill or cover, connect to or use, any system without first obtaining a 
certificate of satisfactory completion of construction, installation, repair or 
alteration unless issuance of the certificate has been waived by operation of 
law or otherwise;  

I. Fail to meet requirements for satisfactorily complying with any correction notice 
within the time required; 

J. Use any materials that do not comply with standards for on-site systems set forth 
in the rules; 

K. Falsify of fail to provide any information requested by the county of any applicant 
for a permit, variance or hardship relief with the intent to evade or circumvent the 
procedures or standards established for regulation of on-site systems;  
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L. Fail to comply with the terms or conditions of any permit including the duties 
imposed on permit holders by the rules. 

 
10.500 Public Nuisance  

Any facility that is operated in violation of this Section is a public nuisance and 
dangerous to health and may be abated or enjoined in any manner provided by law. 

 
10.600 Updates to Statutes and/or Rules  

All amendments to the Oregon Revised Statutes and Oregon Administrative Rules 
adopted and incorporated into this Section shall automatically be adopted into this 
Section as well, with the same effective dates as that set forth in such amended statutes 
and rules. 

 
10.700 Remedies Not Exclusive  

None of the remedies available to Morrow County as set forth in this Section are 
exclusive. Nothing in this Section shall preclude any remedy otherwise available to 
Morrow County, either in law or equity, including enforcement under Section 12 of this 
Ordinance. 

 
10.800 Delegation  

The Umatilla County Health Public Administrator is delegated the authority to carry out 
the provisions of this Section, including those available to Director of Human Services 
(or its successor position title) under the Oregon Revised Statutes and Oregon 
Administrative Rules. 

 
The Public Health Administrator shall administer the programs necessary to enforce the 
rules adopted by the Oregon Department of Human Services. 
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Section 11. Weed Control  
11.100  Establishment of a Weed Control District 

Morrow County is hereby declared a Weed Control District. The Morrow Soil and Water 
Conservation District shall act as the Weed Advisory Board. The Morrow County Weed 
Coordinator/Inspector will provide administration and enforcement of a weed control 
program as outlined in Oregon Statute. 

 
11.200  Weeds Considered Noxious or of Economic Importance  

A. A weed is a noxious weed if it:  
1. Is recognized by the Board of Commissioners as an imminent and 

continuous threat to natural resources, watershed health, livestock, 
wildlife, land, and agricultural products.  

2. Has the potential for widespread infestation.  
3. Is not native to the State of Oregon  

B. The weed Coordinator/Inspector shall administer and enforce management and 
control of noxious weeds and weeds of economic importance, when feasible, 
with control practices selected and applied to achieve desired weed 
management objectives in a manner that minimizes risks to human health, non-
target organisms, native fish and wildlife, watersheds, and the environment. 

 
11.300  Property Owner Responsibility  

A. Each person, firm, or corporation owning or occupying land within the district 
shall destroy or prevent the spread or seeding of any noxious weed by the use of 
the best means at hand and within a time deemed reasonable, except that no 
weed declared noxious shall be permitted to produce seed.  

B. Persons operating or having control of any threshing machinery, clover huller, 
hay baler, seed cleaning or treating machinery or other machinery shall 
thoroughly clean it before moving it over any public road or from one farm to 
another. All hay, straw or other crop residue infested with noxious weeds having 
partially or fully formed seeds shall not be moved from the land on which it was 
grown. 

 
11.400 Weed inspector right of entry; service of notice to eradicate weeds; department 

or district control measures.  
A. The weed Coordinator/Inspector shall have access to the land within the district.  
B. When provisions of Oregon Statute are not being complied with, the weed 

Coordinator/Inspector or code enforcement officer shall serve a written notice to 
the owner or occupant of the land. When the weed Coordinator/Inspector or code 
enforcement officer is unable to serve the notice personally, the notice shall be 
posted and two (2) copies thereof in three (3) conspicuous places on the land. 
The notice shall contain:  

a. The date of service or posting of notice.  
b. The name of the weed or weeds growing on the land, and a statement 
setting forth that the weeds must be destroyed or must be prevented from 
producing seed within a specified time of not less than two (2) days or 
more than 20 days, to be established by the inspector, from the date of 
service of the notice.  

C. The service of notice as provided in subsection (B) of this section imposes a 
requirement on the owner or occupant of the land to destroy or prevent the 
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weeds from seeding or spreading during the continuation of ownership or 
occupancy of the land or until the district is dissolved. A copy of the notice, 

 
together with proof of service indorsed thereon, shall be filed with the Board of 
Commissioners.  

D. Notwithstanding subsection (B) of this section, with permission of the owner or 
occupant of land, employees of the State Department of Agriculture, or of 
designated weed control districts, may enter the land to identify noxious weeds 
and to implement or provide for the implementation of integrated noxious weed 
control measures, including but not limited to the application of pesticides to the 
land. The control or eradication of noxious weeds may be conducted with or 
without charge to the owner or occupant of the land. A notice as described in 
subsection (B) of this section is not required for the conduct of activities 
described in this subsection. 

 
11.500  Procedure for County Disposition of Weeds.  

A. Steps leading to eradication and control of noxious weeds in the county are 
necessary and the weed Coordinator/Inspector shall cooperate with individual 
landowners in the control and eradication of noxious weed pests.  

B. The weed Coordinator/Inspector shall destroy or prevent the spread or seeding 
of any noxious weed on any land owned by the county or constituted as the right 
of way for any highway, county road, drainage or irrigation ditch, power or 
transmission line, or other purposes under their jurisdiction.  

C. If the owner or occupant of the land fails or refuses to immediately destroy or cut 
the noxious weeds, the weed Coordinator/Inspector shall at once notify the 
Board of Commissioners, who will take enforcement steps.  

1. The county shall authorize the weed Coordinator/Inspector to go 
upon the land or premises and destroy the noxious weeds or 
control them in such a manner as will destroy all seeds using the 
most effective and practical method in the judgement of the 
inspector and with the least injury to the land or crops.  

2. If the weeds are too far advanced for local control procedures the 
inspector shall notify the Board of Commissioners which shall 
request the State Department of Agriculture to immediately 
quarantine any uncontrolled noxious weed infested farm within the 
county to prevent the movement of infested crops or livestock and 
to prevent the spread of the weeds. 

 
11.600  Penalties, Fees and Costs.  

A. Upon completion of work the person so appointed and authorized by the Board 
of Commissioners shall file an itemized statement of expenses necessarily 
incurred including wages. A lien shall be docketed upon the lands or premises 
for the cost of expenses. If the charges and expenses are not paid and the lien 
discharged by the owner or occupant of such land within 90 days the county may 
recover the expenses in an action at law.  

B. In addition to other remedies provided by this Ordinance, violation may result in a 
fine assessed in accordance with Oregon Statute and may incur civil penalties. 
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Section 12. Enforcement Procedures  
12.100 Enforcement Actions 

Enforcement Options. Resolution of a violation of Morrow County ordinances may be 
sought in any one or a combination of the following methods. Which method to be used 
is solely at the discretion of the County.  
A. Warning Notice process seeking voluntary compliance;  
B. Consent agreement;  
C. Citation;  
D. Stipulated judgment;  
E. Order of abatement;  
F. Other civil actions, seeking a judgment and order for compliance, including but 

not limited to mandamus, restraining orders, stop work orders; 
G. Summary Abatement. 

 
12.200  Investigation Authority; Entry on Premises.  

Where authorized by statute or as a condition of permit approval, consent agreement, or 
agreed condition of a prior enforcement order, the Code Enforcement Officer shall have 
the power to enter upon and inspect, at any reasonable time, any public or private 
property, to investigate any alleged violation of County ordinance, order or permit 
approval, a violation of a statute which the County has the authority to enforce, or to 
ascertain compliance or noncompliance with the administrative resolution procedure set 
out in this Section, a stop work or stop use order under Section 15 of this Ordinance, or 
a consent agreement under Section 12.500 of this Ordinance. A warrant for inspection 
of private property, including a private residence, will be accomplished in accordance 
with Section 6.600 of this Ordinance (Inspection and Right of Entry). 

 
12.300  Enforcement by voluntary compliance; warning notice  

A. The process authorized in this section is primarily for the purpose of seeking 
voluntary compliance by the alleged violator. At the discretion of the 
enforcement officer this process is to be considered in those cases where 
voluntary compliance is likely and is in the interests of the County, taking into 
consideration the nature and severity of the violation and the history of the 
property and the person responsible.  

B. Voluntary compliance procedure: Except as otherwise provided in subsection (G) 
of this section, the enforcement officer shall solicit the voluntary compliance of 
the person in violation of this Ordinance by the procedure set forth in this 
subsection.  

C. In cases where the corrective action indicated in a notice requires both applying 
for and receiving a permit or approval, the violation shall continue until all 
necessary permits or approvals are granted or until they are denied and code 
compliance is obtained through other means.  

D. If the person responsible is not the property owner, the County shall give initial 
and final notice to abate a violation to the property owner; however, a notice of 
violation published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in Morrow 
County is sufficient notice to a property owner to satisfy the notice requirements 
of this Ordinance and or other due process required by law. The notice to the 
property owner and the publication shall additionally state that the cost of 
abatement not paid by the person responsible may be assessed to and become 
a lien on the property.  
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E. On completion of the personal giving of notice, posting, and mailing, the person 
or persons giving such notice shall execute and maintain affidavits stating the 
date, time, place and manner of giving notice.  

F. An error in the name or address of the person responsible or property owner 
shall not make the notice void, and in such case the posted or published notice, 
as the case may be, shall be sufficient.  

G. Notwithstanding the process authorized in this section, the County may at any 
time immediately begin prosecution of any violation on a citation or file any other 
action to abate the violation. This determination is at the discretion of the 
enforcement officer. The determination is not appealable or reviewable.  

H. Warning notice  
1. Subject to subsection (B) of this section, if an enforcement officer is 

satisfied that a violation exists, the enforcement officer shall: 
2. Give personal notice; or  
3. Cause an initial notice to abate to be posted on the premises or at the 

site of the violation, directing the person responsible to abate the 
violation; and  

4. At the time of posting, cause a copy of the notice to abate to be 
forwarded by registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, to the person 
responsible at the last known address of such person.  

5. The notice to abate shall contain the following contents;  
a. Statement that the notice is a “notice to abate a violation.”  
b. The name of the person issuing the notice along with the name of 

the County Department to contact regarding the violation; 
c. The date the notice was issued;  
d. A brief description of the violation alleged to exist;  
e. A description of the real property, by street address or otherwise, 

on which the violation exists; 
f. A statement describing the corrective action that needs to take 

place to correct the alleged violation(s); 
g. An order to voluntarily abate the violation within 10 days from the 

date of the notice; 
h. A statement that failure to correct the alleged violation(s) within 10 

days may result in further enforcement procedures including any 
combination of the following:  
(1) An enforcement citation and prosecution including, but not 

limited to; payment of a fine and court costs and court 
orders to comply;  

(2) Other civil actions in court; or  
(3) Abatement by the County.  

i. A statement that if the violation is not voluntarily abated, the 
County may seek from the court a judgment to abate the violation, 
which if not obeyed, could result in the County itself abating the 
violation and being awarded a lien by the court on the specified 
property for the expenses of abating the violation and 
administrative costs. 

 
12.400  Enforcement Process by Citation  

A. If the violation has not been satisfactorily abated by the date and time specified 
in the warning notice, or the enforcement official makes the determination set 
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forth in subsection (B) of this section, the enforcement officer may issue a 
citation pursuant to this Ordinance.  

B. If the enforcement officer determines that enforcement of a violation by means of 
a citation is warranted, the enforcement officer may issue a citation under this 
Ordinance.  

C. Any code enforcement officer may issue and serve a citation for violation of a 
Morrow County regulation or State Statute as described in Section 1.200 or 
1. 300 of this Ordinance. If the responsible party(s) is cited, or if a stop work/use 
order is issued, the responsible party(s) may request a hearing as provided in 
Section 13 of this Ordinance. The setting of priorities among different complaints 
and enforcement actions shall be within the discretion of the Code Enforcement 
Officer, upon consultation with the County Department(s) involved.  

D. Sequence of Procedures.  
1. Citation: The Code Enforcement Officer shall use the Oregon Uniform 

Citation & Complaint form. 
2. Violation: Except where otherwise prohibited by statute, each calendar 

date on which the violation occurs shall constitute a separate violation. A 
citation shall be written for each day the violation continues to be a 
continuing violation.  

3. Multiple Violations: The prosecution of an individual violation shall not bar 
the subsequent prosecution of any additional violations, which occurred 
at the same time or as part of the same act.  

4. Service: The Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a copy of the citation 
to the responsible party(s). 

5. Filing: In addition to service on the responsible party(s), one copy of the 
citation, complaint and summons shall be filed with the Justice Court and 
one copy shall be placed in the Code Enforcement File within three days 
of completion of service. The citation, complaint and summons must be 
served a minimum of ten (10) days prior to the scheduled date of the 
hearing. 

 
If the situation has not been abated within the time allowed, the Code 
Enforcement Officer may cause the situation to be abated. The Public 
Safety Officer or other persons charged with the responsibility of 
abatement of the situation shall have the right at reasonable times to 
enter upon the property to investigate or cause the removal of the 
situation. Abatement will be accomplished according to the abatement 
procedures set forth in this Section. 

E. Pursuant to Oregon Statute, any enforcement officer may serve a person with a 
citation on which another enforcement officer made a certification. 

F. Any enforcement officer issuing a citation pursuant to this chapter shall, in 
addition to the date and time, indicate that the responsible party must appear 
before the court and the name of the court before which the responsible party is 
required to personally appear.  

G. The base fine for a violation shall be the maximum amount allowed in Oregon 
Statute. 

H. The person making the certification is not required to be the person who serves 
the citation on the person believed to be in violation of the Ordinance. 

I. An enforcement officer may issue a violation citation pursuant to this Ordinance 
even if the conduct alleged to constitute a violation does not take place in the 
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presence of the officer, if the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the 
conduct alleged constitutes a violation.  

J. Violation proceedings for the purpose of enforcing the Morrow County Code and 
this chapter may be commenced only by enforcement officers. No private party 
may initiate a violation proceeding pursuant to ORS 153.058 or other law. 

 
12.500  Enforcement by Consent Agreement  

A. During the pendency of an action on a violation, but prior to entry of a judgment, 
the County and the responsible party may enter into an agreement designed to 
abate the violation and petition the court to include it as a part of a consent 
agreement as described in this section.  

B. The consent agreement may provide that the responsible party does not admit 
violation of a County Code but will make necessary corrections, as set forth in 
the agreement, to bring the responsible party’s actions, conduct, omissions or 
property into conformance with the Code.  

C. The responsible party, the responsible party’s attorney, if any, and a County 
representative shall sign the consent agreement. 

D. The consent agreement shall be filed with the Circuit or Justice Court as a final 
adjudication of the proceedings and shall constitute a dismissal of the action 
when the responsible party performs as agreed. The violator or Morrow County 
may seek a court order dismissing the case upon completion of the conditions of 
the consent agreement. The court retains jurisdiction of the matter until the order 
dismissing the case is issued.  

E. The responsible party’s failure to comply with the consent agreement allows the 
County to seek any additional remedies provided by law or this Ordinance 
including an order of abatement. 

 
12.600  Enforcement by Stipulated Judgment  

A. During the pendency of an action on a violation, if the responsible party enters a 
plea of guilty or is found guilty, the responsible party and the County may agree 
to and submit to the court a stipulated agreement and judgment to abate a 
violation.  

B. As part of a stipulated agreement and judgment under this section:  
1. The responsible party must plead guilty to the violation;  
2. The responsible party shall abate the violation as provided by the 

agreement; 
3. The responsible party shall cooperate with the Enforcement Officer;  
4. The County may, but is not required to, bear some or all of the costs of 

abatement 
5. Any costs of abatement which the County bears must be repaid by the 

responsible party to the County as provided by the agreement; and 
6. Any costs paid by the County to abate the violation shall become a 

money judgment in favor of the County against the responsible party. 
The County may record such judgment as a lien in accordance with 
applicable law.  

C. If the responsible party fails to comply with the terms and conditions of the 
stipulated judgment, the County may enter the property and abate the violation. 

 
12.700  Enforcement by Order of Abatement  
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A. If the parties do not enter into a consent agreement or a stipulated judgement, 
and notwithstanding the willingness of the responsible party to pay the base fine, 
the Justice of the Peace shall, if the responsible party pleads guilty or no contest 
or is found guilty, issue an order to the responsible party to abate the violation in 
a manner and time acceptable to the County and require the responsible party to 
provide proof of abatement to the County and to the Justice of the Peace. 

B. Order of Abatement  
1. In addition to, not in lieu of, any remedy allowed by this Section and 

pursuant to ORS 153.090 (1)(e), as part of a judgement entered under 
this Section, the Justice of the Peace:  
a. may on its own motion and shall on request of the enforcement 

officer, order a responsible party to abate any violation of which 
the responsible party is found guilty or enters a plea of guilty or no 
contest. The Justice of the Peace shall set a time by which the 
responsible party must abate the violation and may set other 
conditions on the order of abatement. Any abatement order shall 
include authorization for an enforcement officer to enter the 
property to determine compliance with the code and compliance 
with an order to abate. Any failure to abate the violation as 
ordered by the Justice of the Peace shall be contempt of court; or  

b. shall on request of the enforcement officer, authorize the County 
to enter the property for the purposes of abating the violation. 

2. The responsible party shall cooperate with the Enforcement Officers 
including not preventing the officer and any other persons employed or 
contracted by the County to enter the property to determine compliance 
with the code and any orders to abate. 

 
12.800  Summary Abatement.  

The health officer, the chief of a Fire Department, the Sheriff, the Planning Director, or 
the Director of Public Works may, through coordination with the Code Enforcement 
Officer, proceed summarily to abate a health or other violation which unmistakably exists 
and which imminently endangers health or property; however, such summary abatement 
shall be limited to only those actions necessary to reduce the threat to a level that 
eliminates the imminent danger to health or property. No notice to the property owner or 
person in control of the property is required. Costs of the abatement may be assessed 
as provided in Section 14(Penalties and Costs). 
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Section 13. Hearings  
A. A person to whom a citation is issued shall have a hearing before the Justice 

Court of Morrow County on an issue of violation or abatement pursuant to this 
Ordinance and the date shall be as set forth in the citation.  

B. Hearing by Justice Court of Morrow County.  
The Morrow County Justice of the Peace may act as an administrative hearings 
officer for the purposes of this Ordinance, unless otherwise appointed by the 
Board of Commissioners. The County shall have the burden of proving by a 
preponderance of the validity of the violation, citation, or abatement. The County 
may present evidence either by testimony or written report of the Public Safety 
Officer or Code Enforcement Officer. If the County’s evidence is presented only 
by written report and the Justice of the Peace cannot resolve a question solely 
upon the information contained in the report, the hearing may be continued for a 
reasonable time to obtain additional information.  

C. If the Justice of the Peace finds that:  
a. the citation, or abatement was proper, the Justice of the Peace  

1. Shall enter a written order supporting the citation or abatement; 
and 

2. Shall find that the owner or responsible person is liable for any 
costs resulting from the abatement; and 

3. May find that the owner or responsible person is liable for the 
costs of the hearing. 

b. the citation or abatement was improper, the Justice of the Peace shall:  
1. Find that the owner or responsible person is not liable for any 

charges or abatement costs resulting from the abatement; and 
2. Order the County to satisfy the abatement costs.  

D. The decision of the Justice of the Peace is final subject to the protesting party 
having right to file a writ of review pursuant to ORS 34.010 to 34.100. 

E. If the person requesting the hearing does not appear at the scheduled hearing, 
the Justice of the Peace may enter an order supporting the assessed costs of 
the abatement. 
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Section 14. Penalties and Costs  
14.100  Civil Penalties 

Except for any separate fine issued for an amount otherwise established by law for any 
specific fine violation such as a nuisance dog, any person who violates the provisions of 
this Ordinance shall be punishable, upon conviction, by a fine for a Class A violation as 
provided in Oregon Statute for a non-continuing offense and for each continuing 
offense. Each day upon which a continuing offense occurs or continues shall constitute 
a separate violation if cited as such. In addition to the civil penalty amounts assessable 
herein, the County may recover reasonable attorney’s fees, court costs and other 
expenses associated with enforcement activities and the costs of any actual damages 
incurred by the County attributable to the responsible party. 

 
Payment of any fine shall not excuse or discharge a responsible party from the duty to 
immediately abate and correct a violation of the code, nor from any other responsibility 
or legal consequences for a continuation or a repeated occurrence(s) of a violation of 
the code. 

 
For the purposes of this Ordinance, a continuing offense occurs when a responsible 
party or person allows the circumstances constituting the offense to continue over 
consecutive 24-hour periods after:  
A. having received notice of the violation; or  
B. having refused notice of the violation; or  
C. it is reasonable to expect that the person has actual knowledge of the 

circumstances constituting the offense. 
 
14.200  Costs Recoverable  

A. Upon a finding that a violation has occurred, the Justice Court has the discretion 
to order the violator, in addition to any penalties assessed, to reimburse the 
County for actual costs or expenditures incurred by the County in prosecuting, 
cleaning up or abating an ordinance violation for any of the following:  
1. Any fees charged the County for service on responsible party(s);  
2. Mileage for investigation service or other activities directly related to the 

enforcement action at the current county rate; 
3. Postage;  
4. Photocopying;  
5. Publication charges;  
6. Sampling and monitoring expenses;  
7. Film and development costs; and  
8. Any expense incurred by the County in abating or correcting a violation  

which the responsible party(s) has refused to correct.  
All costs and expenses to be reimbursed must be documented by receipts, 
vouchers, or records verified by affidavit of the public official keeping such 
records. 

 
14.300  Code Enforcement Cleanup Fund  

A. The Code Enforcement Cleanup Fund is hereby established. The Planning 
Department shall recommend an amount to be approved annually by the Budget 
Committee, and all amounts so approved are appropriated for the purposes set 
forth in this Section.  
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B. Monies in the fund created by this Section may be used, at the sole discretion of 
the County, in any abatement ordered under this Ordinance. Monies expended 
from the Code Enforcement Cleanup Fund and repaid by the responsible party to 
the County shall be applied to the fund established in this Ordinance. 

 
14.400  Weed Control Fund  

A. The Weed Control Fund is hereby established. The Board of Commissioners 
shall recommend an amount to be approved annually by the Budget Committee, 
and all amounts so approved are appropriated for the purposes set forth in this 
Section.  

B. Monies in the fund created by this Section may be used, at the sole discretion of 
the County, in any abatement ordered under this Ordinance. Monies expended 
from the Weed Control Fund and repaid by the responsible party to the County 
shall be applied to the fund established in this Ordinance. 

 
14.500  Recovery on a money judgment  

A. Every money judgment shall name Morrow County as the judgment creditor.  
B. A money judgment, including but not limited to funds described in Section  

14.300, Code Enforcement Cleanup Fund, and 14.400, Weed Control Fund, 
must be repaid by the responsible party to the County. 

C. Fines and other court costs  
1. The amount of any fine imposed pursuant to this Ordinance shall be 

transferred to the Morrow County General Fund. Fifty percent of the fine 
amount shall then be transferred to the Code Enforcement Cleanup Fund 
or Weed Control Fund, established in this Section.  

2. The Justice Court shall charge court costs to the responsible party, as 
determined within the county fee schedule, where, 
a. The responsible party admits a violation or is found guilty of a 

provision of the County Code; 
b. The responsible party fails to appear for the hearing or, following 

a hearing, is found to have violated a provision of the County 
Code; or  

c. The defendant enters into a stipulated judgment with the County 
wherein the responsible party pleads guilty on the citation but 
agrees to make necessary corrections, as set forth in the 
agreement, in order to bring the responsible party’s conduct, 
actions, omissions, or property into compliance with the County 
Code.  

d. If the responsible party fails to pay the costs, the costs shall be 
entered as a judgment against the responsible party in the same 
manner and with like effect as a judgment for a fine. 

 
14.600  Liens  

Penalties and costs assessed against a violator(s) by order of the Justice Court shall, if 
not paid within 60 days of the date of the order or as otherwise specified in the order, be 
County liens as provided in Oregon Statute Recovery of Fines and Forfeitures. 

 
Recording and releasing liens  
A. If the County intends to pursue recovery of penalties and costs against a violator 

the Board of Commissioners shall cause to be filed with the County Clerk an 
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itemized statement of the penalties and costs, as ordered by the Justice of the 
Peace, to be recovered. When the Statement of penalties and costs is filed the 
Clerk shall cause it to be entered upon a lien docket prepared for that purpose. 
The amount of the penalties and costs when so docketed shall constitute a first 
lien upon such property, except as to taxes. It shall be the responsibility of the 
County Treasurer to create and maintain a record of payments made by the 
responsible party, on a form identifying the case, the responsible party, the 
amount and date payment was made.  

B. The County may record a money judgment as a lien in accordance with this 
Section, and may pursue recovery of any money judgment. 

C. For purposes of a lien that has been filed, an error in the name of the owner or 
person responsible shall not void the assessment, nor will a failure to receive the 
notice of the proposed assessment render the assessment void but it shall 
remain a valid lien against the property.  

D. The Code Enforcement Officer is responsible, in consultation with the Treasurer 
and County Counsel, to ensure that a satisfaction of judgment and release of lien 
is executed and filed as appropriate, once any money judgment is paid in full. 
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Section 15. Stop Work or Stop Use Order  
The Code Enforcement Officer, having reasonable grounds to believe that a person(s) has 
committed a violation, in lieu of or in addition to issuing a citation, may issue a stop work or stop 
use order according to the provisions of this Section. 
 
15.100  Grounds for Issuance.  

A stop work or stop use order may be issued by the Code Enforcement Officer at any 
point in the enforcement process, if the violation observed is on which requires 
immediate remedial action:  
A. To protect the public health, safety or welfare;  
B. Because the responsible party(s) refuses to cooperate with the Code 

Enforcement Officer; or 
C. Because the violation continues despite notice to the responsible party(s) of the 

violation or notice to obtain a necessary permit. 
 
15.200  Contents.  

A stop work or stop use order shall be in writing and contain the following:  
A. An order that all work or action in violation of County ordinance(s) stop 

immediately; 
B. The name of the person(s) or entity(s) to whom it is issued (if known);  
C. The effective date of the order;  
D. The date the order is issued;  
E. The location or address of the violation;  
F. The tax account identification number;  
G. The specific sections of the County Ordinance(s) violated;  
H. A factual description of the nature of the violation;  
I. The specific steps which the responsible party(s) must take to correct the 

violation; 
J. The name and signature of the Code Enforcement Officer; and  
K. An address and phone number where the Code Enforcement Officer can be 

contacted. 
 
15.300 Service  

A copy of a stop work or stop use order shall be posted on the property where the 
violation is occurring (hereinafter “subject property”) and sent certified mail with return 
receipt, or any means of mailing by which a return receipt can be obtained, to the 
following:  
A. All owners and contract purchasers of the subject property;  
B. Any known lessees;  
C. The State Building Codes Agency;  
D. Any known contractors doing construction work on the subject property which 

would be in violation of County Ordinance(s); and 
E. Any other person(s) identifiable as a responsible party(s). 

 
15.400  Priority     
 If a hearing is requested, a stop work or stop use order shall be given priority for court 
 appearance over all other code enforcement citations and be heard by the Justice of the 
 Peace on the next scheduled Court date. 
 
15.500  Violation of Order  
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If the responsible party(s) fails to obey the order, the Code Enforcement Officer 
shall promptly issue a citation for violation of a stop work or stop use order. Violation 
of a stop work or stop use order constitutes a separate violation. 

 
15.600  Impact on other Permits  

No building permit, sanitation permit or other permit or license may be issued, or any 
work continued under such permits while a stop work or stop use order is in effect. 
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Section 16. General Provisions  
16.100  Appeal 

A decision of the Justice Court on an enforcement action may be appealed to the Circuit 
Court within 30 days of the date of the decision, in accordance with the requirements of 
Oregon Statute through 34.102 for a Writ of Review. 

 
16.200  Remedies  

The remedies provided herein shall be in addition to any other remedies provided by 
law. 

 
16.300  Records  

All records of enforcement proceedings shall be permanent County records. All Court 
orders, consent agreements and other Justice Court actions entered into after the 
issuance of a citation, and stop work or stop use orders shall be filed with the Justice 
Court. Liens shall be filed with the County Clerk. 

 
16.400  Severability Clause  

If any section, subsection, provision, clause or paragraph of this ordinance is adjudged 
or declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 
judgment shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 
It is hereby expressly declared that every other section, subdivision, paragraph, 
provision or clause of this ordinance would have been enacted irrespective of the 
enactment or the validity of the portion declared or adjudged unconstitutional or invalid. 

 
16.500  Amendment Procedure  

Morrow County Board of Commissioners shall have the authority to order this Ordinance 
to be amended. During a comment period lasting a minimum of 20 days after notice of 
publication the Board of Commissioners shall hold two public hearings on the proposed 
amendments, one held in the North and one held in the South side of the county. 
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Appendix A 
 
 

 
NOXIOUS WEEDS  
Rush Skeletonweed 
Yellow Starthistle  
Tansy Ragwort  
Dalmatian & Yellow Toadflax  
Mediterranean Sage  
Leafy Spurge  
Spikeweed  
Musk Thistle  
Scotch Thistle  
Purple Loosestrife  
Common Crupina  
White Top  
Hounds tongue  
Plumeless Thistle  
Flowering Rush  
Yellow Flag Iris 
 

Appendix B 
 
 
WEEDS OF ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE  
Poison Hemlock 
Canada Thistle  
Jointed Goatgrass  
St. Johnswort  
Perennial Sowthistle  
Field Bindweed  
Cereal Rye  
Wild Oats  
Johnsongrass  
Knapweeds-Russian, Diffuse, Spotted  
Field Dodder  
Water Hemlock  
Medusahead Rye  
Puncturevine  
Kochia  
Perennial Pepperweed  
Myrtle Spurge  
Ventenata 





















































































   
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Morrow County Board of Commissioners 
From:  Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director 
CC:  Planning Commission 
BOC Date: May 12, 2021  
RE:  Monthly Planning Update 
 
 
Planning Commission Update 
Planning Commission approved five land use applications at their April 27th meeting.    
 
Planning Commission meeting materials are posted on the Department website one week prior to the meeting.  
Commission typically meets the last Tuesday of the month.  Here is the 2021 calendar.  
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/calendar?field_microsite_tid_1=28   
 
Current Planning Activity April 2021: 

•         10 Zoning Permits 
•         4 Land Use Compatibility Reviews 
•         1 Rural Addresses 
•         1 Property Line Adjustments, Land Partitions, Replats 
•         1 Land Use Decisions 
•         1 Road Naming 

 
Long Range Planning  
 
The Morrow County Heritage Trail Concept Plan was adopted in 2000.  Some improvements have been 
made over the past two decades.   Planning Department is researching grant opportunities to make 
improvements to the trail and to re-engage federal landowners.  The Department would like citizen input on 
future improvements to the trail.  Anyone interested in being involved in the trail please contact the Planning 
Department.  A stakeholder meeting will be held this summer. The Heritage Trail Plan is located on the 
website:  https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/columbia-river-heritage-trail 
 
Energy Projects 
Two new renewable energy projects are in the pre-application process. See attached summary of all 
renewable projects in Morrow County to date.   
 
Code Enforcement 
Updates to the Code Enforcement Ordinance were completed and forwarded to the Board of Commissioners 
for the first hearing which was held on May 5th.   The second hearing is scheduled for May 12th.  Public 
comments are welcome and encouraged.  The public notice and updates are posted on the department 
website:  https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/2021-code-enforcement-ordinance-update 
 

https://www.co.morrow.or.us/calendar?field_microsite_tid_1=28
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/columbia-river-heritage-trail
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/2021-code-enforcement-ordinance-update


Other Projects: 
Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) and Morrow County Planning co-hosted 
an information training on Oregon’s Statewide Planning Program and the Land Use Review Process. The 
training was held in person at the Port of Morrow building and virtually.  It was a terrific opportunity for elected, 
appointed officials to better understand the statewide planning program and how it works at the local level.  
The powerpoint slides are posted on the Planning Department webpage.  A recording of the training will be 
available soon.  Interested people can contact the Planning Office for more information.  
 
Planning and Public Works Departments are working with County Counsel on a process for permitting Access 
Permits to county roadways.  The purpose of an access permit is to protect the road surface and integrity of 
the roadway and also to review for safety, setbacks and compliance with the Transportation System Plan.  
Staff are working on a process that will result in minimal delay to the development process.  
 
Stephanie Case, Planner II continues to work on an update to the Subdivision Ordinance.  There will be ample 
opportunity for public input and materials will be posted on the department webpage.    
 
Planners are assembling a comprehensive inventory of land use ordinances adopted since the county 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance was acknowledged on January 30, 1986.   This is important for 
landowners to protect their property values and development rights and for county to have a clear 
understanding of relevant standards and development rights.  The inventory will be the basis of a future 
formatting and codification of the Comprehensive Plan.   
 
Planning Director is participating in the Boardman to Hermiston Connector planning project.  Planning will be 
incorporating the plan in an upcoming update to include transit in the county Transportation System Plan. 

 
Planning Director and Human Resources Manager interviewed an Irrigon High School student to work in the 
Planning Office during the 2021-22 School Year.  
 
Legislation 
Planning Director continues to monitor land use and building legislation of interest or application to Morrow 
County. Land use related bills and bills that would make funding available to Morrow County is being 
monitoring closely.  
 
Building Inspection Program 
Morrow County contracts with the City of Boardman for full-service building inspection services.  Planning staff 
have provided support to County Administrator and Commission Chair Russell as they work with city to update 
the Intergovernmental Agreement for the building inspection services.  A final IGA is expected to be adopted 
by county and city in June.    
 
Umatilla Army Depot and Military Coordination 
Planning Director is working with US Navy on a grant application.  The funds will be used to update the 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance as they relate to military installations, to develop outreach 
materials to enhance coordination between development and US Navy operations at Whidbey Island NAS.  
Public Works and Planning Directors met with City of Boardman and Oregon Military Department to discuss 
relocating the access to the Navy Bombing Range from Tower Road.  OMD has funds to assist with the 
relocation costs.  
 
Planning Trivia Question of the Month:  
What is the difference between a Critical Groundwater Area (CGWA) and a Classified Area (CA)?  Are 
domestic wells allowed in a CGWA or CA? 
 
Answers to last month’s trivia questions.   How many Critical or Classified Groundwater Areas (CGWA) are 
in Morrow County?  Morrow County has four groundwater management areas including the Ordnance Gravel, 
Ordnance Basalt, Buttercreek Critical and EllaButte Classified.   A map of the CGWA’s is on the webpage:  
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/critical-ground-water-management-areas 
 

https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/critical-ground-water-management-areas
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Morrow County 4-H  
WORKING Calendar  

MAY 
   

7 Ambassador Meeting TBA 

7-8 Tractor Driving Operation Course 9:00am-4:00PM  

14 WE COOK, 4-H Cooking Meeting 10:00AM ZOOM 

21 Threemile Canyon Farms Field Day 9:00AM– 12:00PM RSVP Please 

22 ATV Instructor Hands-On Course for Volunteers 10:00-3:00PM 

JUNE 
1 All Leader Monthly Meet Up 6:00PM ZOOM 

7 Dairy Showmanship ZOOM Clinic with 2021 Judge 6:00PM 

8 Beef Showmanship ZOOM Clinic with 2021 Judge 
Sheep Showmanship ZOOM Clinic with 2021 Judge 

6:00PM 
 
7:0PM 

9 Swine Showmanship ZOOM Clinic w/ 2021 Judge 6:00pm 

11 Speak Easy Workshop 9:00AM– 12:00pm Extension Office 

12 MoCo Fair Swine/Sheep/Meat Goat Weigh In’s 8:00AM-10:00AM Heppner Fairgrounds 
and Irrigon High School  

14-18 MoCo 4-H Day Camps 9Am-12PM Fairgrounds  

16 Goat Showmanship Clinic w/ Macy Roselle 12:30 Wilkinson Arena, Fairgrounds  

17 Dog Obedience Clinic w/ Kaley Way Patterson 12:30, Wilkinson Arena at Fairgrounds 

18 Small Animal/Poultry Clinic w/ 2021 Fair Judge 12:30, Wilkinson Arena at Fairgrounds 

JULY     

5-9 Fair Registration OPEN 
Closes July 9 @ 4:30PM 

ONLINE 

6 All Leaders Monthly Meet UP 6:00PM ZOOM 

30-31 MoCo Horse Show MoCo Fairgrounds 

AUGUST 
3 All Leaders Monthly Meet Up 6:00PM ZOOM 

7 Clean Up Day, MoCo Fairgrounds 
The Green Barn Project 

9:00AM-11:00AM 

   

   

SEPTEMBER 
13 Record Books Due to 4-H Office   



Fair Livestock Superintendents! 

Please take a moment when you see these folks to thank 

them for volunteering their time to help the 4-H and FFA live-

stock exhibitors ! 

Swine:  Kellie Nelson and Alita Nelson 

Sheep:  Pete Szasz 

Goat:  Sandi O’Brien 

Small Animal:  Laura Orr 

Beef and Dairy:  Jason Schoenfelder 

In Search Of……….. 

 An individual, or two, who would be willing 

to help coordinate our 4-H showmanship 

clothing exchange on Saturday, August 7.  

If you’re interested in helping support Mor-

row County 4-H kids, please contact Erin at 

erin.heideman@oregonstate.edu or 541-

676-9642. 





4-H Summer Conference 
 
Summer Conference returns! Yes, it will be virtual, but it will still be a lot of fun as well as being edu-
cational. We have an internationally acclaimed speaker, Juan Bendana, who will deliver a keynote 
address and teach two workshops. There will be a fun hour with a magician, interesting workshops, 
game time, and a time of celebration and recognition. 
 
The conference will be held Tuesday, June 22 through Friday, June 25, from 6:00-8:30 pm each 
evening. 
Before the official conference begins, Congress interviews will be held Monday, June 21 from 9:00 
to noon, and State Ambassador interviews will be held Tuesday, June 22 from 9:00 to noon. 
 
A full schedule will be available on the state website early in May. Registration will open later in 

May. The fee will be $25. Morrow County 4-H Leaders Association will cover your   
registration cost if you want to do this! Let Erin know. 







JUDGE ZOOMS 

The opportunity to chat 

with the Dairy, Beef and 

Swine and Sheep/Goat 

judges in June! Jump on 

and learn what the judge 

is looking for at fair and 

some tips they have to 

help you be successful.  

This will include fitting 

desires and tips! 



Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Lands in Oregon 
Candi Bothum 
  
Oregon State University and the State Veterinarian’s office have confirmed a case of RHDV in a domestic, 
but feral, rabbit in the Clackamas County area.  They believe at least eight (8) rabbits have died in the spe-
cific area of this often deadly and highly contagious disease.  There are many strains of RHD; it’s found in 
many countries, and cases require mandatory reporting.  RHDV2 is the strain recently discovered in Ore-
gon.  Only lab testing can confirm the diagnosis; however, RHD should be suspected if a rabbitry experienc-
es illness in most/all rabbits, high fevers, poor appetites, depression, inactivity, bloody discharges, seizures, 
and/or sudden death. Call your veterinarian right away if you have any concerns about your rabbit’s 
health.  RHD is NOT zoonotic, but it is highly contagious and can be spread using almost anything as a vec-
tor. It can live for some time outside its host and can come into your rabbitry on clothing, other animals, 
cages, flies, etc. 
 
Extreme bio-security measures are our best protection to keep domestic rabbit herds safe.  There is a vac-
cine, but it is in short supply and may not be available in your area.  I have posted two documents on our 
website from the ODA that share information about RHDV and Bio-Security measures (https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/animal-science-projects at the bottom of the page, button by the rabbit 
photo).  These documents can answer many questions related to this disease. 
 
Can we have rabbits at fair?  It’s too soon to answer that question now.  As I remember a few years ago 
when we did not allow poultry at our fairs, we came up with some creative ways to include poultry mem-
bers. I suggest you consider some ways we might do that for rabbits in the coming year.  I say this only to 
help plan; currently the State Veterinarian has NOT shut down rabbit shows, but this is a very scary disease 
for domestic rabbit owners. We may find it necessary to error on the side of caution here. 
 

The premium book is out for the 4-H portion!  It has 

gone to print with the county.  You can find a PDF 

file on our county website.  

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/morrow 
 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/animal-science-projects
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/animal-science-projects
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