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MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 
See Zoom Meeting Info on Page 2 

AMENDED 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance - 9:00 a.m.  
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on issues not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not already on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Accounts Payable and Payroll Payables 
b. Minutes:  April 7th  
c. Intergovernmental Agreement for Sheriff’s Services with the City of Irrigon 
d. First Amendment to Oregon Health Authority Intergovernmental Agreement  

#166052 for the Financing of Community Mental Health, Addiction Treatment, 
Recovery & Prevention, and Problem Gambling Services 

5. Business Items 
a. Discuss COVID Pay (Lindsay Grogan, Human Resources Manager) 
b. Discussion – Ambulance Service Area Plan Proposal 
c. Resolution No. R-2021-12:  Declaring a Drought Emergency 
d. Award Bid and Contract – Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning Services 

(Sandi Pointer, Public Works) 
e. Eastern Oregon Economic Summit – Sponsorship Request (Tamra Mabbott, 

Planning Department Director) 
f. Resiliency Grant and Tillamook County Creamery Association Grant Awards 

(Kate Knop, Finance Director) 
g. Discussion – Irrigon Building Name 
h. Emergency Operations Center Update 
i. Building Projects Updates 

6. Legislative Updates 
7. Department Reports 

a. Road Department Monthly Report 
b. Clerk’s Quarterly Report (Bobbi Childers) 
c. Local Public Safety Coordinating Council Quarterly Report (Jessica Rose, 

Morrow County LPSCC Coordinator) 
d. Weed Department Quarterly Report (Dave Pranger) 
e. Public Health Department Quarterly Report (Nazario Rivera) 
f. Human Resources Quarterly Report (Lindsay Grogan) 
g. Surveyor’s Quarterly Report (Matt Kenny) 

8. Correspondence 
9. Commissioner Reports  
10. Signing of documents 
11. Adjournment 
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Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets can also be found the following Monday. 
 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the 
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about 
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, Administrator at (541) 676-2529. 
 

Zoom Meeting Information 
 

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/5416762546 
 PASSWORD:  97836 Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only: 

• 1-346-248-7799, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-669-900-6833, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-312-626-6799, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-929-436-2866, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-253-215-8782, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-301-715-8592, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 

 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 
      Health Department 

                                                                                                                    
P.O. Box 799 • Heppner OR 97836    Nazario Rivera 
(541) 256-0820      Public Health Director 
           nrivera@co.morrow.or.us 

 
 
TO:  Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM: Nazario Rivera, Public Health Director 
 
DATE:  April 27, 2021 
 
RE:  Morrow County Health Department Quarterly Update 
 
Below are the highlights for this past quarter: 
 
COVID-19 

• Cases as of 04/26/2021 • Current Vaccine Stock 
Boardman: 

o Pfizer: 52 vials (312 doses) 
o Moderna:  0 vials 
o J+J:  36 vials (180 doses) 

 
Heppner: 

o Pfizer: 0 vials 
o Moderna:  24 vials (240 doses) 
o J+J:  348 vials (1740 doses) 

 
Total: 

o Pfizer: 52 vials (312 doses) 
o Moderna:  24 vials (240 doses) 
o J+J:  384 vials (1920 doses) 

 
 
We began the process of distributing COVID Vaccine on 12/30/2020. We have set up a weekly meeting 
that includes Morrow County Health Department, Columbia River Health, and Murrays Pharmacy. We 
have weekly check ins and discuss plans on vaccine distribution. All Oregonians of age 16 and older are 
now eligible for a vaccine in the state. We have executed to big scale events with agencies that includes 
the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). During our 
collaboration with OHA we were able to vaccinate a little over 1000 people. Through our collaboration 
with FEMA & OHA we were able to serve just under 600 people. Operations have slowed down in 
regards to vaccine distribution county wide. These trends follow the same trajectory of other rural 
counties around the state. We will continue to work with our vaccine provider partners and local 
employers to vaccinate individuals in the community. Our next big goal is to get caught up on billing. To 
date we have been able to bill as much as $80,000 and will continue to bill. We have a team of 
individuals who will be working on this project.    
 

Cases for Morrow 
County   
Boardman 690 
Irrigon 324 
Heppner 46 
Lexington 19 
Ione 9 
Total 1088 
    
Hospitalized 1 
Deaths 15 
Week 04/18-04/24 9 
Week 04/11-04/17 10 



Staffing 
Recent changes: 

• Elizabeth Schultz, Emergency Response (Contract) 
• Katie Murray, Vaccine PIO (Contract) 

Current Vacancies: 
• Nurse Supervisor 
• Home Visiting RN 

 
EOCCO Updates 
An application was submitted through the Morrow County LCAC in regards to funding towards the CARE 
Program. The application has been approved. 
 
Electronic Health Record 
Patagonia Electronic Health Record Team:  Vickie Turrell, Deb Green, Patricia Ortiz, Nazario Rivera 
Due to the efforts provided towards vaccination morrow county residents and community members we 
have had to phase our approach with Patagonia. At the moment the CaCoon program is up and running. 
Next, CARE Program will go live. Reproductive Health will work on updating the pharmacy log within the 
electronic health record system. Lastly, Patagonia is working on an ALERT interface to make 
immunization data input easier.  
 
School COVID Response 
School COVID Team:  Ian Murray, Patricia Ortiz, Ana Pineyro, Yvonne Morter, Nazario Rivera 
Morrow County Health Department has been working closely with Morrow County Schools doing COVID 
surveillance and monitoring in the student and staff populations. We have had constant communication 
with Morrow County School District and Ione School District. The schools have communicated their 
plans to the health department to make sure the plans in place would be able to be supported by the 
health department. We will continue to engage with our local schools to make sure we can support 
them as best we can. Our next goal is to work with schools on a vaccine campaign for 16 and 17-year-old 
students.  

















NEWS RELEASE 
 
April 27, 2021 
 
Media Contact: 
Charles Boyle, 503-931-7773 
 
   

Governor Kate Brown Urges Oregonians to 
Get Vaccinated, 15 Counties Qualify for 

Extreme Risk Amid Rapid Surge in COVID-19 
Cases and Hospitalizations 

Vaccinations key to staying safe, fully reopening the economy: “There 
are appointments available right now all across the state.”  

   
Governor partnering with Oregon Legislature for $20 million 

emergency relief package to immediately aid businesses in Extreme 
Risk counties  

   
County health and safety restrictions to be evaluated weekly, with 

counties remaining in Extreme Risk for a maximum of three weeks  
  

(Salem, OR) — Due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 in Oregon, Governor Kate Brown 
today announced updates to county risk levels under the state’s public health framework. 
With hospitalizations rising above 300 people statewide, threatening to overwhelm doctors 
and nurses, 15 counties will move to the Extreme Risk level effective Friday, April 30 
through Thursday, May 6. In addition, nine counties will be in the High Risk level, four at 
Moderate Risk, and eight at Lower Risk. A complete list of counties and their risk levels is 
available here. 
 
“If we don’t act now, doctors, nurses, hospitals, and other health care providers in Oregon 
will be stretched to their limits treating severe cases of COVID-19,” said Governor Brown. 
“Today’s announcement will save lives and help stop COVID-19 hospitalizations from 
spiking even higher. With new COVID-19 variants widespread in so many of our 
communities, it will take all of us working together to bring this back under control.” 
 
Governor Brown is partnering with lawmakers to approve a $20 million small business 
emergency relief package to immediately support impacted businesses in Extreme Risk 
counties through the commercial rent relief program. 
 

mailto:charles.boyle@oregon.gov
https://oregon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41b11f32beefba0380ee8ecb5&id=d86f05caac&e=92c9a6a917


In an effort to speed up the return to normal business operations, county COVID-19 data 
will be evaluated weekly for at least the next three weeks. Any updates to county risk 
levels next week will be announced on Tuesday, May 4 and take effect on Friday, May 7. 
Counties that improve their COVID-19 metrics will have the opportunity to move to a lower 
risk level. Counties will remain in Extreme Risk for a maximum of three weeks. 
 
Continued Governor Brown: “The fastest way to lift health and safety restrictions is for 
Oregonians to get vaccinated as quickly as possible and follow the safety measures we 
know stop this virus from spreading. I recognize the burden these restrictions place on 
Oregon businesses and working families. My goal is to lift these restrictions as soon as it 
is safely possible, and keep Oregon on the path for lifting most health and safety 
requirements by the end of June so we can fully reopen our economy. But we will only get 
there if enough Oregonians get vaccinated. There are appointments available right now all 
across the state.” 
 
Governor partnering with Legislature for $20 million for immediate aid to 
businesses in Extreme Risk counties, announces updates to outdoor capacity 
limits 
 
Governor Brown is also partnering with legislators on a $20 million emergency relief 
package to provide immediate aid to impacted businesses in Extreme Risk counties 
through the state’s commercial rent relief program. 
 
Governor Brown continued: “After conversations with legislative leaders, I am confident 
we can move quickly to bring relief to businesses and their employees in Extreme Risk 
counties. The vast majority of Oregon businesses have followed our health and safety 
guidance to protect Oregonians from COVID-19, even though doing so has come with an 
economic cost. This emergency aid will help businesses in Extreme Risk counties.” 
 
In addition, the Governor announced that outdoor capacity limits for bars, restaurants, and 
other sectors will be raised from 50 to 100 people in Extreme Risk counties, with health 
and safety measures, including physical distancing, in place. 
 
Added Governor Brown: “We know that the risk of COVID-19 transmission is lower 
outdoors. I am urging all Oregonians, if you choose to gather with others, keep it outdoors. 
Indoor transmission is a key driver in the COVID-19 surge that is making renewed health 
and safety restrictions necessary.” 
 
The Oregon Health Authority will also be working to align Oregon's outdoor mask 
guidance with the CDC guidance announced today. 
 
Three-week limit placed on Extreme Risk level, Portland-area hospitals to closely 
monitor capacity  
 
Under the Risk Level framework, counties move to (or remain in) Extreme Risk when they 
meet the county metrics for case rates and percent positivity, and Oregon meets statewide 



hospitalization metrics: COVID-19 positive patients occupying 300 hospital beds or more, 
and a 15% increase in the seven-day hospitalization average over the past week. 
 
Counties will stay in Extreme Risk for a maximum of three weeks, and will be able to move 
to a lower risk level sooner if their COVID-19 case rates are brought down in the 
intervening weeks, or if Oregon moves below 300 statewide hospitalizations or the seven-
day hospitalization average percent increase goes below 15 percent. 
 
The Governor has also worked in partnership with Portland metro-area hospitals to ensure 
systems are in place to closely monitor and manage hospital capacity. Health systems in 
the Portland area are using the coordinated system developed at the beginning of the 
pandemic to manage hospital surge capacity, bed space, essential services, and non-
urgent procedures as needed over the next three weeks in order to preserve hospital beds 
and critical care capacity. 
 
Continued Governor Brown: “I want to thank hospital and health care leaders for the work 
they are doing to manage hospital bed space, so that no Oregonian is turned away from 
receiving the health care they need. Now, I am asking Oregonians to do their part to help 
stop the spread of COVID-19 in our communities so we can help support our nurses, 
doctors, and frontline health care workers.” 
 
The Governor has asked hospital leaders to alert the Governor’s Office and OHA 
immediately if additional measures are needed to preserve hospital capacity. 
 
If, after three weeks, Oregon still exceeds statewide hospitalization metrics and one or 
more counties still meet the case rates and percent positivity for Extreme Risk, the Oregon 
Health Authority will evaluate why and make recommendations to the Governor’s Office. 
   

### 

  

 
  

www.governor.oregon.gov 
Previous Press Releases 

Natalie King • Communications Director, Office of Governor Kate Brown • (503) 378-5965 
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