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MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 8:00 a.m.* 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 

Zoom Meeting Information on Page 2 
 

1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance - 8:00 a.m.* 
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on topics not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Approve Accounts Payable and Payroll Payables 
b. Minutes:  December 23, 2020  
c. Proposal from Safety Vision for purchase of video surveillance systems for The 

Loop vehicle fleet 
5. Legislative Updates 
6. Business Items 

a. Emergency Operations Center Update 
b. Building Project Updates 

7. Department Reports – Written Only 
a. Planning Department Monthly Report  
b. Treasurer’s Monthly Report  
c. Justice Court Quarterly Report 
d. Veterans Services Quarterly Report  

8. Correspondence 
9. Commissioner Reports 
10. Signing of documents 
11. Adjournment 

 
*    Please note the earlier start time for this meeting due to the Budget Committee 
       Meeting at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets can also be found the following Monday. 
 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the  

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
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Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about  
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, County Administrator at (541) 676-
2529. 

 
Zoom Meeting Information 

 
Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5416762546?pwd=K1QvNC9RQVJLbEhKL3JtUkJ0WG1rdz09 
 
 Passcode:  97836  Meeting ID:  541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only Using Meeting ID 541-676-2546#: 

• 1-346-248-7799 
• 1-669-900-6833  
• 1-312-626-6799 

• 1-929-436-2866 
• 1-253-215-8782 
• 1-301-715-8592 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5416762546?pwd=K1QvNC9RQVJLbEhKL3JtUkJ0WG1rdz09






















  
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Morrow County Board of Commissioners 
From:  Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director 
CC:  Gregg Zody, Community Development Director 
  Planning Commission 
BOC Date: March 10, 2021  
RE:  Monthly Planning Update 
 
 
Planning Commission Update 
Planning Commission approved two land use applications and recommended Board of Commissioner approval 
for two legislative applications at their February 23rd meeting.    
 
Planning Commission meeting materials are posted on the Department website one week prior to the meeting.  
Commission typically meets the last Tuesday of the month.  Here is the 2021 calendar.  
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/calendar?field_microsite_tid_1=28   Visitors are welcome.  And with our virtual 
meetings it is very convenient.     
 
Current Planning Activity February 2021: 

• Zoning Permits            10 
• Land Use Compatibility (LUCS Review)             10 
• Rural Address              3   
• Land Use Decisions      1 
• Conditional Use Permits                     1 
• Land Partition Replat    1 
• Variance                     0 
• Research/Public Records Request   2 

 
 
Long Range Planning 
Planning Commission reviewed and recommended approval of a new Goal 10 Housing Chapter for 
the Comprehensive Plan and creation of a new Rural Residential 10-acre zone.  The Board of 
Commissioners hearing to consider adoption is scheduled for March 24, 2021 at their regularly 
scheduled Wednesday meeting.  
 
Staff met with Irrigon City Manager to discuss land use issues in the city Urban Growth Boundary.  An 
update to the Joint Management Agreement between city and county is forthcoming.  
 
 
 

https://www.co.morrow.or.us/calendar?field_microsite_tid_1=28


Energy Projects 
Several new and renewed/amended energy projects are in the process. This included staff meeting with 
developers and state agency staff as well as coordinating with County Public Works.  Majority of staff work with 
these projects is not reflected in the permit summary. See attached summary of all renewable projects in 
Morrow County to date.   
 
Code Enforcement 
Planning Staff continue to work with Code Enforcement Office Deputy Oscar Madrigal.  Planning Staff has 
drafted an update to the Code Enforcement Ordinance to address junk vehicles.  County Counsel will be 
making final edits and routing to a formal hearing.  
with a focus on clarifying definition and process for abatement of junk vehicles.  The draft proposed changes 
will allow a landowner to keep two or three project vehicles.  
 
Other Projects: 
Stephanie Case, Planner II is working on an update to the Subdivision Ordinance.   
 
Staff are working with Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) to host a training 
on Oregon’s Statewide Planning Program, Land Use Review Process and more.  The training will be both in-
person and virtual and is open to all city planning commissions councils as well as county Planning 
Commission and Board of Commissioners.  Tentative dates for the training are May 6 or May 13 in the 
evening.   
 
Legislation 
Planning Director is monitoring land use and building legislation of interest or application to Morrow County. 
Land use related bills and bills that would make funding available to Morrow County is being monitoring 
closely.  Formal written testimony approved by the Board of Commissioners was submitted on two bills, along 
with oral testimony by the Planning Director.   
 
Building Inspections 
Planning Director was asked to review the Building Inspection Program and the county agreement 
(Intergovernmental Agreement) with City of Boardman.  The IGA between city and county is under review.  
 
Umatilla Army Depot and Military Coordination 
Planning Director spent time coordinating with staff of the Columbia Development Authority regarding a section 
of Oregon Trail located on the depot.  Staff is coordinating a tour of the 7,500 acres managed by the Oregon 
Military Department of the Army Depot and, researching possible grant funds from the USN and OMD. 
 
Website and GIS Mapping 
Planners have made several updates to the department website including applications and other informational 
forms explaining processes.   
 
The online interactive map was launched in January and refinement continues 
https://morrow-co-
or.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c24654713b7d424f968c11b9c9e43a23 
 
 
Planning Trivia Question of the Month:  
Is a county or city responsible for planning and zoning of lands inside an Urban Growth Boundary? 
 
Answers to last month’s trivia questions.    
The first Planning Director in Morrow County was George D. Smith, in 1972. According to records shared by 
County Clerk Bobbi Childers, the County Court passed a Resolution to create a planner position on April 6, 
1960.  
 

https://morrow-co-or.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c24654713b7d424f968c11b9c9e43a23
https://morrow-co-or.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c24654713b7d424f968c11b9c9e43a23


Department of Land Conservation and Development 
Community Services Division 

635 Capitol Street NE, Suite 150 
Salem, Oregon 97301-2540 

Phone: 503-373-0050 
Fax: 503-378-5518 

www.oregon.gov/LCD 

 

         
 
 
 
 
 
April 2, 2021 
 
 
 
To:      Morrow County Chair and Commissioners, City Mayors and City Councilors,  
            County Administrator, City Managers, Planning Commission Chairs and Commissioners,  
            Planning Staff, and Port of Morrow staff and Commissioners 
 
From: Anne Debbaut, Regional Representative, Department of Land Conservation and Development   
  
RE:   Please Join Us for a DLCD Presentation on Community Development and the Oregon Planning       
Program  
 
 
When: Thursday, May 6, 2021, 6:30-8:00 pm.  
 
Where: Zoom link here: Join Zoom Meeting; or Port of Morrow Riverfront Room (Capacity 40)  
 
What: Presentation Topics will include:  
 Background and Oregon’s Planning Goals 
 Local Flexibility  
 Community Development 
 State and Local Responsibilities 
 Role of Planning Commissioners and Staff  
 Hearing Procedures - legislative and quasi-judicial 
 Ethical Behavior - Ex Parte Contacts, Conflicts of Interest, Personal Bias 
 Legally Defensible Findings and the Final Order 
 Questions and Discussion 

 
Who:  Gordon Howard, Community Services Division Manager, DLCD 
Gordon has been with the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development since 2012, 
when he became the department’s urban planning specialist. In 2017, he became the Community 
Services Division Manager, supervising regional representatives and the department’s urban and rural 
specialists. His prior Oregon planning experience, dating from 1993, has been with the City of West Linn 
and Multnomah County. He is also a member of the Oregon State Bar, having worked as an attorney 
with the City of West Linn and the Oregon State Legislature before joining DLCD. Gordon has a Masters 
Degree in Planning from UCLA and is a graduate of Lewis and Clark Law School in Portland. 
 
RSVP: Please respond to Anne Debbaut at: anne.debbaut@state.or.us if you plan to attend and whether 
you are attending remotely or in person.  We look forward to seeing you virtually.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89057379319?pwd=bHdBY2JMTEI3Zk5FY0FqdDJLSzU0Zz09
mailto:anne.debbaut@state.or.us


WIND Capacity Facility Status Notes Local Permits Issued Current/ Recent Local Permit Actions
Wheatridge I 100 MW Operating PGE Ownership

Wheatridge II 550 MW Operating Under Review to split as: WREF II (200 MW Wind); WREFIII 
(150 MW solar); WREFE (200 MW wind) CUP-N-328 (2018) RFAComment Letter submitted to EFSC 28OCT2020

Wheatridge Renewable Energy 
Facility East 200 MW EFSC Approved Umatilla County and Morrow County, Approved not built. CUP-N-328 (2018) No local actions at this time.

Shepherds Flat Central 290 MW Operating 2 Turbine Repower 2020.  Project sold to Brookfield Partners CUP-N-279 (2010) Local permits for repower pending.
Shepherds Flat South 290 MW Operating Repower Pending (January 2023)  Project sold to Brookfield ParCUP-N-278 (2010) Local permits for repower pending.
Heppner Wind 500 MW Terminated N/A N/A No Action Needed
Saddle Butte Wind 399 MW Terminated N/A N/A No Action Needed

SOLAR Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Current/ Recent Local Permit Actions
Boardman Solar 75 MW EFSC Approved Construction Pending, T Line is in Gilliam Co. CUP-N-333 (2018) CUP extension approved. Expires 21NOV2021
Wheatridge III 150 MW EFSC SC Amendment Approved Road Use Agreement update pending w Public Works CUP-N-328 (2020) Zoning permits #'s 2871-2875 issued 06APR2021

Wagon Trail Solar 500 MW Proposed/Pending NextEra, new project, a subsidiary to Wheatridge but NOT the 
Wheatridge Energy Facility. Pending (Not Submitted) County notified adj. landwowners of NOI. BOC/SAG 

comments submitted to EFSC.

TRANSMISSION Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Current/ Recent Local Permit Actions
Boardman to Hemingway 300-mile, 500 kV Proposed In Contested Case (64 Petitioners) Pending Waiting on Contested Case Outcome
Cascade Crossing 121-mile, 500kV Terminated N/A N/A No Action Needed

GENERATING FACILITY Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Current/ Recent Local Permit Actions
Carty Generating Facility 50 MW Solar 400 MW Natural Gas Under EFSC Review/Operating RFA2 to incorporate existing BCP facility components. CUP-N-307 (2013) Notice of Proposed Order of RFA2 issued 12NOV20
Boardman Coal Plant 550 MW Decomissioned T Line in Gilliam Co. Pre-dates Planning? No Action Needed
Columbia Ethanol Project 44 MGPY Temporarily Shut Down Local approval letter sent 11APR2006. ZP1701 01MAY2006 (Pacific Ethanol) No local actions at this time.

WIND Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Current/ Recent Local Permit Actions
Orchard Wind 40 MW Operating Construction was delayed due to COVID-19 CUP-N-324 (2016) Extension 2019 No local actions at this time.
Echo Wind South 60 MW Operating Oregon Windfarms LLC./ Madison Farms. CUP-N-251 (2008) No local actions at this time.
Threemile Turbines 15 MW Operating First operational turbines in Morrow County. CUP-N-234 (2006) No local actions at this time.
Elle Butte 104 MW Permitted, Never Built N/A CUP-N-291 (2011) No local actions at this time.
Butter Creek 40 MW Permitted, Never Built N/A CUP-N-285 (2010) No local actions at this time.
Mariah Wind 20 MW Permitted, Never Built N/A CUP-N-290 (2011) No local actions at this time.
Willow Creek Wind 50 MW Permitted, LUBA Remand N/A CUP-N-213 (2005) No local actions at this time.

SOLAR Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Current/ Recent Local Permit Actions
Harp Solar 10 MW Permitted Project sold to Avangrid Renewables by OneEnergy. CUP-N-331 (2018) Extension Request Granted
Tower Road Pending Proposed To date, no applications submitted. Not Permitted Application Pending
Stark Solar 10 MW Withdrawn N/A CUP-N-332-18 No Action Needed
Columbia Solar 20 MW Withdrawn Energy Utah LLC. Bill Adams. CUP-N-343-20 No Action Needed
Trail Solar 160 MW Proposed OneEnergy. Proposed, pending application

EFSC Permitted

Locally Permitted

Energy Projects in Morrow County

As of: 12 April 2021 U:\rlutcher\2021 MEETING DOCUMENTS FOLDER\4-14-21\Planning 3 Morrow County Energy Project List.xlsx

































From: McCrindle, Nadine <nadine.mccrindle@redcross.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 4:42 PM 
To: Melissa Lindsay <mlindsay@co.morrow.or.us> 
Subject: American Red Cross Annual Home Fire Safety Campaign: Sound The Alarm 

Dear Commissioner Lindsay, 

Seven people in the U.S. die in a home fire every day. In fact, the Red Cross responds to 2-3 home fires every day in the 
Cascades Region, impacting roughly 700 families per year.  

That’s why each spring the American Red Cross conducts a nationwide Sound the Alarm campaign to educate the 
community on the importance of home fire safety.   

Since the start of the Sound the Alarm campaign in 2014: 
• More than 849 lives saved - including at least 7 in the Cascades Region!
• Over 850,000 households made safer
• Over 2,000,000 smoke alarms installed

I am reaching out today to request your support in bringing attention to this critical lifesaving campaign in your 
community. 

The Sound the Alarm campaign begins April 8th and culminates on May 8th, World Red Cross Day. 

Here is how you can help prepare our communities for disaster:  
1. Share the importance of home fire safety on social media and in newsletters
2. Encourage your community to sign up for a virtual home fire safety education session – a free 30-minute one-

on-one appointment to share important lifesaving fire safety information
3. Share and distribute Sound the Alarm flyers

A full suite of digital assets for social media and flyers in both English and Spanish are available here and the link to sign 
up for an education session is www.redcross.org/CascadesFireSafety. 

Thank you for your support of this lifesaving Sound the Alarm campaign. The Red Cross responds to more home 
fires than any other disaster and sadly, most are preventable. I look forward to working together to help keep our 
friends and neighbors safe and I am available to answer any questions you or your office may have. 

Sincerely, 
---- 
Nadine McCrindle | Executive Director 
Central & Eastern Oregon Chapter 
 American Red Cross 
815 SW Bond St, Suite 110. Bend, OR 97702 
Cell: 541-797-9797    
website | facebook | twitter | instagram | blog 

Correspondence

mailto:nadine.mccrindle@redcross.org
mailto:mlindsay@co.morrow.or.us
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15YM3pdt93uW-D3FvWnvqinQ4b2a2ubNi?usp=sharing
http://www.redcross.org/CascadesFireSafety
http://www.redcross.org/cascades
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FRedCrossCascades&data=04%7C01%7Cnadine.mccrindle%40redcross.org%7C0a7e971375ef4568325d08d8f48f6a9e%7Cdd5b5d42c0d34ad2b5f160edb3af2771%7C0%7C0%7C637528244628861907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lMZRgYgg4zBZI6cahO0sxqXlSSeDTuGexmRQfGbV%2F8Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fredcrosscasc&data=04%7C01%7Cnadine.mccrindle%40redcross.org%7C0a7e971375ef4568325d08d8f48f6a9e%7Cdd5b5d42c0d34ad2b5f160edb3af2771%7C0%7C0%7C637528244628871901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KFTtWlyddROGjsQ5Bh2AX2u%2FfnZMrJ%2BFl8NS%2BJemaMk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fredcrosscascades%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cnadine.mccrindle%40redcross.org%7C0a7e971375ef4568325d08d8f48f6a9e%7Cdd5b5d42c0d34ad2b5f160edb3af2771%7C0%7C0%7C637528244628881905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ipzhuAHLD20bzSYVmzJOjEmIT0BqTX6ANV%2FGxhBUZsI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblog.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cnadine.mccrindle%40redcross.org%7C0a7e971375ef4568325d08d8f48f6a9e%7Cdd5b5d42c0d34ad2b5f160edb3af2771%7C0%7C0%7C637528244628891895%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wKmrWdLkO%2Fu7uXQMgYrIV7ib%2FaaHIFXPlHuNtCD2jsA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.redcross.org/sound-the-alarm.html
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