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 MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Thursday, November 12, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 

Zoom Meeting Information on Page 2 
AMENDED 

1. Call to Order - 9:00 a.m. 
2. Color Guard Ceremony by Ione American Legion Post 95 and Auxiliary  
3. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on topics not on the agenda 
4. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not on the agenda 
5. Consent Calendar 

a. Approve Accounts Payable and Payroll Payables 
b. Tenth Amendment to Oregon Health Authority Intergovernmental Agreement 

#159175 for the Financing of Mental Health, Addiction Treatment, Recovery & 
Prevention, and Problem Gambling Services  

6. Business Items 
a. Oregon State University – Morrow County Extension Update (Erin Heideman, 

Anna Browne, Chris Schachtschneider, Julie Baker, Nicole Strong) 
b. The Loop Drug and Alcohol Policy (Katie Imes, Coordinator) 
c. Eastern Oregon Workforce Board Appointment 
d. Columbia River Enterprise Zone III Intergovernmental Agreement Moved to 

3:00 p.m. Work Session 
e. Irrigon Building Update (Darrell Green, Administrator) 
f. Morrow County Emergency Operations Center Update 

i. Governor Brown’s press conference regarding two-week pause on social 
activities for five counties (Malheur, Marion, Multnomah, Jackson, 
Umatilla) 

g. Discuss Process for County Administrator’s Annual Review (Lindsay Grogan, 
Human Resources Manager) 

h. Letter Regarding Petition to Oregon Water Resources Department for 
Rulemaking (Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director) 

i. Letter of Intent, Oregon Community Paths Grant Program – Project Update 
(Gregg Zody, Community Development Director) 

j. Update on Resiliency Grants (Gregg Zody)  
7. Department Reports  

a. Community Development Department Monthly Report (Gregg Zody) 
b. Planning Department Monthly Report (Tamra Mabbott) 
c. Assessment & Tax Quarterly Report (Mike Gorman)  

8. Correspondence 
9. Commissioner Reports 
10. Executive Session: Pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(g) – To consider preliminary 

negotiations involving matters of trade or commerce in which the governing body is in 
competition with governing bodies in other states or nations  

11. Signing of documents  12.  Adjournment 
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Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets can also be found the following Monday. 
 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the  
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about  
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, County Administrator at (541) 676-
2529. 

Zoom Meeting Information 
 

Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546  PASSWORD:  97836 Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only Using Meeting ID 541-676-2546#: 

• 1-346-248-7799 
• 1-669-900-6833  
• 1-312-626-6799 

• 1-929-436-2866 
• 1-253-215-8782 
• 1-301-715-8592 

 
 
 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546


























































































































































































2020-21 Property Tax
Prepared by Mike Gorman, Morrow County Assessor/Tax Collector
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2020-21  Values

 Taxable Value - $2,752,050,000

 Market Value - $6,414,500,000

 Exemptions (SIP and EZ)

 SIP  - $746,732,100

 EZ - $3,076,086,300

(Taxable and Market values are rounded)
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2020-21 Tax Amounts

 Total Property Taxes to Collect - $41,580,000

 Morrow County’s Portion - $11,050,000

 (Property Tax Amounts Rounded)
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Previous Year Value and Tax Amounts
2019-20

 Taxable Value - $2,470,622,000

 An increase of $280,000,000

 Which is mostly due to expiring exemptions.  

 Residential, commercial and industrial new 
construction along with the statutory 3% increase in 
assessed value does contribute, just not to the level of 
Amazon’s expired EZ exemptions.
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2020 SIP Properties
Willow Creek Energy
 2020 SIP Payment - $101,523.72

 The County’s portion of the payment is $29,344.91

 Exempt Tax Amount - $401,844.64
 We share this project with Gilliam County

 37.5% allocated to Gilliam and 62.5% allocated to 
Morrow

 This agreement included a $40,000/year School Grant 
Payment for the first 5 years.  ($200,000)

 This project only has 3 years left.
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2020 SIP Properties
Echo Winds
 2020 SIP Payment - $78,845.95

 The County’s portion of the payment is $45,647.69 and does not  share 
in a portion of the CSF.

 Exempt Tax Amount - $129,697.53
 We share this project with Umatilla County

 50% allocated to Umatilla and 50% allocated to Morrow

 This agreement included a $80,000/year Local Improvement 
Payment for the first 5 years.  ($400,000)

 This project only has 3 years left.
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2020 SIP Properties
Shepard Flats
 2020 SIP Payment - $1,673,530.88

 Community Service Fee of $500,000 and Additional Amount of 
$1,173,530.88

The County’s portion of the CSF is $140,400.15 and receives all of 
the additional amount.

 Exempt Tax Amount - $3,186,307.86

 Payment of $21,500 to CREA comes out of County’s portion.

 This project has 6 years remaining.
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2020 SIP Properties
PGE Carty Co-Gen Plant
 2020 SIP Payment - $2,306,877

 Community Service Fee of $500,000 and an additional 
amount of $1,806,877

 The County does not share in CSF.

 Exempt Tax Amount - $6,671,228.91
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PGE SIP Payment Schedule

Year Total SIP PMT
2017 $2,075,211
2018 $2,147,194
2019 $2,224,294
2020 $2,306,877
2021 $2,395,330
2022 $2,170,073
2023 $2,271,553
2024 $2,380,247
2025 $2,496,669
2026 $2,421,369
2027 $2,554,936
2028 $2,697,999
2029 $2,851,233
2030 $3,015,363
2031 $3,191,162
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Columbia River Technologies

 2020 EZ payment to CREZ II - $483,495.50

 $58,495.50 of that payment is for the BMCC and 
Boardman Park Bonds and $425,000 goes to CREZ II.

 Exempt Tax Amount - $1,041,767.20

 This is a 10 year exemption and has 3 years remaining 
and has a predetermined payment schedule.

 CRT has opportunity for $100,000 for a “Buy Back 
Option”
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Columbia River Technologies EZ Payment 
Schedule

Columbia River Technologies (10 Year)

Year EZ Payment (To EZ II Board)

2014 $125,000.00 

2015 $250,000.00 

2016 $350,000.00 

2017 $425,000.00 

2018 $425,000.00 

2019 $425,000.00 

2020 $425,000.00 

2021 $575,000.00 

2022 $875,000.00 

2023 $1,000,000.00 
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Lamb Weston

 2020 EZ payment to CREZ II - $1,087,399.43

 $137,399.43 of that payment is for the BMCC and 
Boardman Park Bonds and $950,000 goes to CREZ II.

 Exempt Tax Amount - $2,963,822.00

 This is a 15 year exemption, has 8 years remaining and 
has a predetermined payment schedule of $950,000.00 
for each year of the exemption.

 Lamb Weston has opportunity for $100,000 for a “Buy 
Back Option”
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Morrow County Grain Growers

 This is a 5 year standard EZ Exemption for MCGG’s rail grain 
car unloading facility at the PoM.

 The total investment will be about $7 Million.
 2020 Exempt Tax Amount - $94,969.85

 This is their first year claiming the exemption.

 Per the EZ Agreement, a payment of $30,000 in years 4 
and 5 is to be made to CREZ II, all of which can be 
utilized as a “Buy Back Option”
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
WOF PNW Threemile Project

 This is a 5 year standard EZ Exemption for a methane 
digester and pumping facility to PGE’S Carty Co-Gen Plant.

 The total investment will be about $32 Million.
 2020 Exempt Tax Amount - $388,718.91.

 This is their first year claiming the exemption.

 Per the EZ Agreement, a payment of $44,000 in each 
year is to be made to CREZ II, which 50% of that 
payment can be utilized as a “Buy Back Option”
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Amazon L&C I and Rippee Rd
 Amazon currently has 4 separate sites or locations.
 The first two sites, I refer to as Lewis & Clark I and Rippee

Rd, both sites have multiple Standard EZ exemptions each.
 These Standard EZ exemptions are from agreements 

made in 2013, 2014 and 2016.
 The 2013 exemptions have expired, there is still some 

exempt value from the 2014 agreements and the 2016 
agreements still have a substantial amount of exemption 
and will expire in 2023.

 The 2014 Agreements pay into BMCC and Boardman Park 
and Rec District’s bonds.

 Amazon wanted a graduated payment schedule with the 
payments to CREZ II to increase during the exemption.
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Amazon L&C II and Olson Rd

 The second two sites, I refer to as Lewis & Clark II and 
Olson Rd, both sites have 15 year Long Term Rural EZ 
exemptions.

The L & C II agreement was finalized in 2017 and 
began its exemption in 2019.

The Olson Rd agreement was finalized in 2018 and 
began its exemption this year.
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Amazon L&C II and Olson Rd

 Both of these LTR EZ agreements have a payment 
schedule of $1 million per building or data center 
located at that site, with a minimum payment of       
$2 million per year.  

 There is also an additional payment calculation of $25 
million x the property tax rate for that area in that 
year.  (The $25 million is indexed 3% per year, similar 
to the Community Service Fee related to the SIP 
Program)
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions

 Standard EZ Exemptions (3-5 years) tend to have a 
larger exemption percentage than LTR EZ Exemptions.

 Analyzing a particular company’s percent of exemption 
on a given year can be misleading due to each 
individual  payment structure, valuation, either from 
the DOR or local assessment and the actual tax rates.

 The percent of exemption will change from year to 
year.

 Following is an illustration.
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Amazon

2020 EZ Payments

Amazon
Site EZ Payment Exempt Tax % Exempt
L&C I $1,289,140.47 $13,742,340.41 91%

Rippee Rd $950,024.93 $15,863,835.15 94%

L&C II $3,380,327.50 $8,283,908.35 59%

Olson Rd $2,484,817.50 $1,568,492.80 -58%

Totals $8,104,310.40 $39,458,576.71 79%
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Columbia River Technologies

2020 EZ Payments

Columbia River Technologies
EZ Payment Exempt Tax % Exempt
$483,495.50 $1,041,767.20 54%
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2020 Enterprise Zone Exemptions
Lamb Weston

2020 EZ Payments

Lamb Weston
EZ Payment Exempt Tax % Exempt

$1,087,399.43 $2,963,822.00 63%
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2020 TOP 20
Tax Payors By Code Area

OWNER NAME TAX AMOUNT ASSESSED 
VALUE REAL MARKET

VALUE
AMAZON DATA SERVICES, INC $9,381,154.32 $661,869,690 $3,471,764,810
AVISTA CORPORATION $3,625,850.32 $208,550,000 $208,550,000
PORTLAND GENERAL ELECTRIC CO $3,330,250.55 $220,435,180 $726,272,000
THREEMILE CANYON FARMS, LLC $2,952,009.48 $220,618,821 $272,083,022
LAMB WESTON, INC $1,911,821.88 $117,665,580 $384,033,840
GAS TRANSMISSION NORTHWEST CORP $1,327,472.60 $94,959,000 $94,959,000
COLUMBIA RIVER PROCESSING, INC $768,005.43 $53,945,490 $54,035,460
PORT OF MORROW $539,180.00 $35,825,310 $38,210,680
RDO/CALBEE FOODS LLC $434,412.73 $30,657,000 $30,657,000
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD CO $378,061.41 $27,069,290 $88,707,544
PACIFIC ETHANOL COLUMBIA, LLC $372,388.21 $26,279,860 $26,279,860
CENTURYLINK PROPERTY TAX $370,324.87 $24,065,000 $24,065,000
FARMLAND RESERVE, INC $355,779.65 $25,567,914 $48,004,554
OREGON POTATO COMPANY $298,086.78 $17,412,186 $17,808,267
PORT VIEW APARTMENTS, LLC $270,127.94 $14,445,660 $15,779,260
WILLOW CREEK ENERGY LLC $228,759.12 $15,870,840 $43,750,000
EASTERDAY FARMS DAIRY LLC $201,900.25 $15,201,684 $15,484,248
PACIFICORP (PP&L) $199,739.88 $15,084,000 $15,084,000
CLEAVER LAND, LLC $188,827.22 $13,494,291 $16,316,631
ECHO PROJECT $167,132.75 $12,830,410 $22,787,000
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Morrow County Values and Taxes 2005-Current

Year RMV AV Certified Tax
2005 $1,194,131,070 $1,045,445,870 $18,375,748.68
2006 $1,191,675,810 $1,052,738,820 $18,410,608.39
2007 $1,292,027,940 $1,138,389,150 $17,147,138.66
2008 $1,403,128,150 $1,139,826,720 $17,424,826.43
2009 $1,604,931,230 $1,325,481,330 $21,077,676.99
2010 $1,680,530,420 $1,332,613,790 $22,149,930.94
2011 $1,772,714,520 $1,423,029,720 $23,349,456.96
2012 $2,137,135,852 $1,572,094,739 $25,656,346.54
2013 $2,877,019,573 $1,682,426,033 $27,133,187.16
2014 $3,089,994,545 $1,774,504,324 $27,839,804.90
2015 $3,625,832,410 $2,043,538,478 $32,228,046.43
2016 $4,078,799,116 $2,256,129,368 $32,711,386.09
2017 $4,700,766,633 $2,069,395,917 $31,885,372.64
2018 $5,114,350,191 $2,248,142,683 $35,192,765.05
2019 $5,786,369,143 $2,470,622,726 $37,334,205.53
2020 $6,414,500,000 $2,752,050,000 $41,580,000.00

Percentage of Increase
437% 163% 126%
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November 11, 2020 

 

Veterans Day is a day of gratitude for all the service members and families who bravely worked, 

at home and abroad, to defend our freedom. 

 

With courage and grace, our servicemen and women have fought for and defended our country, 

and the unique rights and liberties that we all enjoy as Americans. Veterans Day stands as a 

reminder of the vast debt that we all owe to our veterans—not only to say thank you for their 

service, but also to live up to the ideals for which they served and sacrificed: Freedom. Justice. 

Equality. 

 

But our men and women in uniform are not the only ones to whom we owe a debt. We owe it as 

well to their families and loved ones, for the courage and sacrifice of the wives, husbands, 

daughters and sons living far from home; who often endure extended separation, and holidays 

and special occasions apart from one another. Along with Oregonians everywhere, I thank all the 

members of our military families for your strength and resilience.  

 

One of the greatest privileges afforded to me as a United States Senator is the opportunity to 

interact with our men and women in uniform, as well as their families. And there is nothing more 

rewarding than the chance to visit our service members overseas—as I’ve had a number of 

opportunities to do—and to greet them when they are deployed or returning home from a 

deployment, to be reunited with their families. It’s a humbling reminder that we must not only 

remember and honor the sacrifices of the members of our Armed Forces on this day, but on all of 

the other 364 days of the year. 

 

Our veterans have stood up for us, and we need to stand up for them. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Jeffrey A. Merkley 

United States Senator 
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