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MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 

Zoom Meeting Information on Page 2 
AMENDED 

 
1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance - 9:00 a.m. 
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on topics not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Approve Accounts Payable and Payroll Payables 
b. Minutes:  November 4th  
c. Property Use License with Oregon State University for ATV Safety Youth Rider 

Endorsement Classes at Off-Highway Vehicle Park 
d. Appointment Request to the Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund 

Advisory Committee 
e. Memorandum of Agreement with the Oregon Social Learning Center for Project 

LEAP (Leveraging Evidence to Activate Parents) 
5. Business Items 

a. Update on Columbia River Enterprise Zone II Funds Distribution 
b. Review Order No. OR-2020-6:  An Order Declaring a Local State of Emergency 

(County Counsel) 
c. Funding to Support Public Health Departments (Diane Kilkenny, Interim Public 

Health Director) 
d. Emergency Operations Center Update 

i. Governor’s Executive Order No. 20-66 
e. Irrigon Building Update (Darrell Green, Administrator) 
f. Business Assistance Grants Update (Gregg Zody, Community Development) 

6. Department Reports  
a. Community Development Department Monthly Report (Gregg Zody) 
b. Planning Department Monthly Report (Tamra Mabbott) 
c. Treasurer’s Monthly Report (Gayle Gutierrez) 

7. Correspondence 
8. Commissioner Reports 
9. Signing of documents 
10. Adjournment 

 
Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets can also be found the following Monday. 
 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
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Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the  
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about  
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, County Administrator at (541) 676-
2529. 

Zoom Meeting Information 
 

Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546  PASSWORD:  97836 Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only Using Meeting ID 541-676-2546#: 

• 1-346-248-7799 
• 1-669-900-6833  
• 1-312-626-6799 

• 1-929-436-2866 
• 1-253-215-8782 
• 1-301-715-8592 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5416762546






















































































































































 

 Page 1 of 2 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Dec. 8, 2020  

CONTACTS: 

Steve Corson, Portland General Electric Company 

503-464-8444 or Steven.Corson@pgn.com  

 

PGE’s and NextEra Energy Resources’ leading-edge  

renewable energy project powers up 
Wind, solar and battery facility advances delivery of clean energy future 

Portland, Ore.— Portland General Electric Company (NYSE: POR) today announced the start of commercial 

power generation at the Wheatridge Renewable Energy Facility in Eastern Oregon. Wheatridge is a joint 

project of PGE and a subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources, LLC. This ground-breaking new facility marks 

a milestone in Oregon’s acceleration to a clean energy future and will play an important role in achieving 

PGE’s recently established companywide goal of net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2040. 

“Customers want and expect cleaner, greener energy sources,” said Maria Pope, PGE president and CEO. 
“This is an exciting step toward completion of this important resource and adds to our growing wind 
generation portfolio. We deeply appreciate the partnerships that make the Wheatridge project possible, 
with NextEra and with the transmission services teams at the Bonneville Power Administration and Umatilla 
Electric Cooperative.” 

Wheatridge will be one of the first large-scale energy facilities in the United States to combine wind, solar 

and battery storage resources at a single location. The 300-megawatt wind farm is now complete and 

delivering power to PGE customers. The 50-megawatt solar and 30-megawatt battery facilities will be 

completed by the end of 2021. 

"An important community effort like Wheatridge needs teamwork, and I’m happy to have teamed up over 

the years with PGE, Umatilla Electric, Morrow County, farmers like Jerry Rietmann and all the local officials to 

help this exciting Eastern Oregon project get over any hurdles,” U.S. Senator Ron Wyden said. “The latest 

good news about the wind farm part of this innovative renewable energy project will have huge benefits 

when it comes both to facing the climate crisis and generating good rural jobs.” 

With the addition of Wheatridge’s wind farm, PGE’s wind generation portfolio now totals more than 1,000 

megawatts (one gigawatt) nameplate capacity, available from five owned or contracted wind farms in the 

Northwest – typically generating enough power to serve the equivalent of 340,000 homes. When complete, 

the solar and battery storage facilities will be among the largest in Oregon.  

“Projects like Wheatridge Energy Facility provide family-wage jobs, tax revenue for our schools and services 

and strengthen Morrow County’s position in the region’s clean energy economy,” said Don Russell, Morrow 

County commissioner. “We’re pleased to play a part in providing clean energy to Oregonians.” 

Project details 

Located just northeast of Lexington in Morrow County, Oregon, Wheatridge’s wind farm generates power 

using 120 wind turbines manufactured by GE Renewable Energy, Inc. The facility uses a mix of 2.3-megawatt 

and 2.5-megawatt machines. Final selection of the specific equipment to be used at the associated solar 

farm and battery storage facility is still pending.  

mailto:Steven.Corson@pgn.com
http://www.portlandgeneral.com/trifecta
https://youtu.be/k-J2CqmdgxY
https://youtu.be/k-J2CqmdgxY
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Up to 300 jobs were created at Wheatridge during construction of the wind farm; up to 175 workers will be 

employed to build the solar and storage sites. Approximately 10 full-time employees will operate the 

combined facilities once all three components are fully commissioned for service.  

“Our long-term partnership with PGE has created family-wage jobs in our community and brought clean-

energy innovations like the Wheatridge Energy Facility,” said Ryan Neal, general manager of the Port of 

Morrow. “This makes our region more attractive, competitive and desirable for residents and business.”   

Ownership and construction 

The project’s early development work as a wind farm was performed by Swaggart Wind Power, LLC, an 

affiliate of MAP® Energy. NextEra Energy Resources purchased the development rights and together with 

PGE expanded the project scope to include solar generation and battery storage. 

Power from the project will reach PGE customers in Portland and the north Willamette Valley via a new 

transmission line, constructed by Umatilla Electric Cooperative, that connects Wheatridge locally with the 

Bonneville Power Administration’s regional high-voltage grid.  

PGE now owns 100 megawatts of the wind project. A subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources owns the 

balance of the project and will sell its output to PGE under 30-year power purchase agreements. The 

NextEra Energy Resources’ subsidiary is building and will operate the combined facility.  

PGE expects to invest approximately $155 million for its owned portion of the project.  

#### 

About Portland General Electric Company 

Portland General Electric (NYSE: POR) is a fully integrated energy company based in Portland, Oregon, with operations across 

the state. The company serves approximately 900,000 customers with a service area population of 2 million Oregonians in 51 

cities. PGE has 16 generation plants in five Oregon counties, and maintains and operates 14 public parks and recreation areas. 

For over 130 years, PGE has delivered safe, affordable and reliable energy to Oregonians. Together with its customers, PGE has 
the No. 1 voluntary renewable energy program in the U.S. PGE and its 3,000 employees are working with customers to build a 

clean energy future. In 2019, PGE, employees, retirees and the PGE Foundation donated $4.3 million and volunteered 32,900 

hours with more than 700 nonprofits across Oregon. For more information visit portlandgeneral.com/news. 

Safe Harbor Statement: 

Statements in this news release that relate to future plans, objectives, expectations, performance, events and the like may 

constitute “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, Section 27A 

of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. Forward-

looking statements made in this press release include statements regarding the impact of the Wheatridge project on power 

supply costs, emissions reductions and grid reliability, Portland General Electric’s energy strategy for future periods, the 

implementation and outcome that strategy, and the acquisition of additional resources to meet retail customer demand as well 

as other statements containing words such as “anticipates,” “believes,” “intends,” “estimates,” “promises,” “expects,” “should,” 

“conditioned upon,” and similar expressions. Investors are cautioned that any such forward-looking statements are subject to 

risks and uncertainties, including failure to complete capital projects on schedule or within budget, or the abandonment of 

capital projects; changes in capital market conditions, which could affect the availability and cost of capital and result in delay or 

cancellation of capital projects; the outcome of various legal and regulatory proceedings; general economic and financial 

market conditions; and the cost and availability of services, products and technology. As a result, actual results may differ 

materially from those projected in the forward-looking statements. All forward-looking statements included in this news release 

are based on information available to the company on the date hereof and such statements speak only as of the date hereof. The 

company expressly disclaims any current intention to update publicly any forward-looking statement after the distribution of this 

release, whether as a result of new information, future events, changes in assumptions or otherwise. Prospective investors should 

also review the risks, assumptions and uncertainties listed in the company’s most recent annual report on form 10-K and in other 

documents that we file with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, including management’s discussion and 

analysis of financial condition and results of operations and the risks described therein from time to time. 
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